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LECTURE 17. 
Lapres AND GENTLEMEN, 


We have spoken of Phrenology in 
its application to several of the 
sciences; I wish, to-day, to make an 
application of it to the medical pro- 
fession. The question is, whether 
phrenology is useful to the healing 
art? You will excuse me if any se- 
vere expressions escape me, because 
in this matter it is difficult to remain 
indifferent with my profession, for in 
the consideration of the deranged 
functions of the brain we consider the 
most painful situation in which man 
can be placed, and here I confess that 
the medical profession has not con- 
tributed much to confirm and ‘propa- 
gate phrenology ; however, I shall 
propose to them a few motives for 
doing so. 

Ist. Do you think that phrenology 
is founded in nature, and that it has 
or will become a species of philoso- 
“ knowledge? I should like to 

ow whether our profession might 
not be interested to raise itself as 
high as possible. Ifit be ascertained 
that man must be studied in the same 
way as other beings, why neglect that 
part of man which is the most import- 
ant, a knowledge of which is abso- 
lutely necessary if we wish to make 
any application of our studies to the 
treatment of disease. The philosophy 
of mind, we have shown; mast be 
founded on phrenology. Hitherto 
physicians have consulted philoso- 
phers in the study of the mind, in- 
stead of cultivating an acquaintance 





with nature, as taught by phrenology. 
Moreover the question is, can we re- 
main indifferent about the functions 
of the brain? Must we not know its 
functions in a healthy before we can 
treat of them in a deranged state? We 
acknowledge the importance of ana- 
tomy, physiology, and pathology, and 
of every other part, and admit such 
knowledge to be necessary before we 
thick of treating a part; why then 
negiect the brain? As to its anatomy, 
it has been little understood; it has 
been sliced down like cheese; its 
physiology, or healthy functions, have 
been unattended to, and as to its pa- 
thology or derangements, many of them 
are never thought of. Shall we go on 
in this way? If medical men do not 
feel an inclination to attend to these 
inquiries, let the public know what 
they are, and let them be forced to do 
their duty, or confess their ignorance, 
because hitherto they have not stadied 
phrenology, but have nevertheless 
joined in abusing it. 

To come to Insanity, a most im- 
portant branch of phrenology in con- 
nexion with medical science. What 
is insanity? give me a definition of 
its nature. If we speak of other dis- 
eases, we give definitions in confor- 
mity with the healing art ; if we speak 
of inflammation of the lungs, or of 
inflammation of the eyes, every medi- 
cal man knows what to do, and how 
to treat them. Go through the whole 
catalogue of diseases, and their names 
indicate what parts of the body are 
diseased, What is insanity? Is ita 
diseased state of the body? Are you 
sure of that even? Not at all, We 
speak of diseases of the mind. Can 
the mind be diseased? the mind is 
immaterial, can it be diseased? I do 
not say so; I do not know a more 
dangerous doctrine than that of the 
mind being diseased. If you attach 
any meaning to the expression, what 
is meant by it? My organization may 
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be diseased, and that disease may | individual has lost his moral liberty ; 
continue till it produces death. Can |a state in which a man is no longer 
the mind»be altered by degrees, and | free, whether the defect lies in the 
can it be destroyed? There is nothing | intellectual or effective powers ;” but 
annihilated in this life, although things | | cannot say that a derangement in 
change their form. Now what is this? | the functions of the mental powers is 
Is there derangement of the mind | sufficient to constitute a man insane. 
from any cause without or from within? iM eyes may be deranged, I may see 
Shall we go back to the times when | things yellow, but I may know the 
imsane persons were considered to be | disease, and am not insane; I may 
sessed of evil spirits? If the eause have various morbid sensations, but 
Sonevil spirits, or any other cause | am ot therefore insane ; ‘I may have 
from without, what have medical men | my feelings altered, and yet not be 
to do with the treatment of insanity. insane; as long as I know what is 
Hence, I repeat, let medical men be | going on in things around me, I am 
forced jo confess their ignorance, or | not considered insane ; but as soon as 
take an interest in the study of phreno-| ove of the three conditions I have 
logy. If they say insanity is an affec- | spoken of in moral liberty is destroy- 
tion of the understanding, let the | ed, then a man is declared insane. 


treatment of it be confided to me- | Look at an individual who has an in- 
taphysicians and philosophers, ard let 
them reason with them. We have an 
influence, as medical men, upon the 
organic conditions of the body, but 
we cannot act upon the immaterial 
existence itself. I repeat, therefore, 
‘What isinsanity? It is important to 
ive a medical definition of this state, 
most lamentable man can fall into. 

An individual being declared insane, 
is deprived of ail the rights of society, 
and is no longer considered answer- 
able for his actions to society ; he is 
treated like an outcast, and is shut 
out from the society of man. The 
consideration of insanity, therefore, is 
important to society at large, and 
not to the medical profession alone, 
althongh medical men are commonly 


ternal sensation ; as soonas he thinks 
that the object drawn in his mind bas 
a true existence he is announced a 
fool. There are insane people who 
kuow that they have deranged feel- 
ings, and that these feelings are 
| Stronger than they ought to be; they 
have understanding enough to know 
that these powers are too aetive, bat 
not understanding enough to control 
them. This definition is given by 
society at large, and is right in one 
respect, since this state is practically 
considered in its influence on society, 
and there is no other morbid state 
which has the same influence on so- 
ciety as this. 

ere is another great difficul 
with respect to insanity, and I thi 





called upon to declare whether a man | it is better for men to confess their ig- 
is insane or not; but how can they do | norance than commit an error here ; 
this, unless they are first acquainted | there is a state of insanity which is 
with the healthy functions of themind? | partial, or intermittent. It happens 
“Must we not know the healthy state | that individuals, for certain minutes, 
of the functions of the body first? cannot rectify their notions ; they have 
Must not pathology be founded on | certain feelings stropger than others, 
anatomy and physiology? and these | and cannot resist them; they have, 
teach us where the derangement is for the time, no free will, and we 
going on. If the respiration be im-|declare them to be insane. Being 
peded, we know by anatomy and | declared insane for one single minate 

hysiology that respiration is per- | is sufficient to prevent a man, for his 
formed by the lungs, assisted by other | whole life after, from doing any thing 
civil or social. Let this be done for 
the sake of society and I have no ob- 
the r tion is deranged, we must | jection to it. Cowper was insane at 
know how it is performed in the intervals, yet he made fine verses 
healthy state. If we give a definition | when he was not so, and shall we reject 
of insanity according to the notions | his poetry because he was insane at 
now prevalent in society, we should particular times. I wish to call your 
say, “‘ that it is a state in which an | attention to the difficulties which ex- 
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apparatus, hence we know when the 
lungs are diseased ; and to know when 


* 
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ist in this r t in legislation, and 
there are difficulties in legislation as 
well as in phrenology. In various dis- 
eases the patients know individuals 
about them, but are you sure that the 
mind is perfect because they can do 
that; animals can do the same, and 
so can insane persons, they have their 
lucid intervals, and can distinguish 
and recognise persons. I state this 
to make you reflect on the difficulties 
which exist even in deciding upon 
insanity, particularly so, since it is 
admitted that if they reason well they 
are not considered insane. Now some 
insane persons reason as well as we 
do upon certain subjects, and not 
upon others, and phrenology teaches 
us how this can happen, since it shows 
that some powers can be in action and 
others not, and some diseased whilst | 
others remain healthy. In short, the 
study of insanity is extremely difficult, 
and it is more difficult to decide upon 
insanity than is generally considered. 
I go on to ask, whether any defini | 
tion can be given of insanity with 
respect to the healing art? If we) 
speak of inflammation in general, we | 
know how to proceed and what treat- | 


ment to adopt, but when the mind is | 





deranged and the state of moral li- | 


become deranged in its function. The 
power situated in the cerebellum ma 
become deranged; the love of off- 
spring may become deranged ; self- 
esteem, attachment, cautiousuess, any 
power whatever may become derang- 
ed in insanity, and be the cause of 
the different symptoms we observe in 
insane persons. In phrenology we can 
easily conceive how one power may 
be deranged, and how the others may 
go on in a healthy state, and hence 
give rise to the various forms of in- 
sanity. Some are bold in their insa- 
vity, others very fearful and melan- 
choly. Persons separated trom their 
children become insane from the love 
of offspring becoming too active ; 
others from the feeling of attachment, 
and others again on account of reli- 
gious feelings. If you read the various 
divisions of insanity given by authors, 
you will find that they speak of me- 
lancholia, mania, dementia, and so 
on; and then there is the religious 
melancholy, and varions other melan- 
cholies ; you will find in Arnowp’s 
book such divisions, but you cannot 
be satisfied with a pathological divi- 
sion of that kind. 


The most important point which in- 


berty, both the conditions under which | terests us here is, to acknowledge 
that state occurs may be very diffe- | that the canse of insanity is corporeal 
rent, and indeed must be so, since | and physical. The proximate cause is 


we find that the must opposite treat- | 
ment cures insanity. This state is one 
and the same as respects the mani- 
festations of the mind, bat the condi- 
tions of the body may be varieus, and 
this is what we want to know. I say, 
not only to medical men, but to al! 
others who take an interest in phre- 
nology, and who have opportunities 
for observing patients of this descrip- 
tion, that they must proceed here as 
in the investigation of any other dis- 
ease; avatomy and physiology must 
be first studied, and then the derange- 
ment of function must be observed, 
I shall give you, on this point, a few 
general notions, since many persons 
remain yet prejudiced against phreno- 
logy, and since I do not see that those 
who even take some interest in it are 
sufficiently anxious to oppose popular 


In speaking of the proofs of. the 
fundamental powers of the mind, we 





have said, that any power singly may 


seated in the brain, and if you reflect 
on the state of derangement, it is in- 
conceivable how any man can doubt 
the cause of it to be physical. 


T come now to consider a prejudice 
respecting insanity; it is said to be 
hereditary; is that true? Many do 
not bke to have such a disease spoken 
of. It is considered a disgrace to a 
family ; but I say it is no disgrace, 
but the most pitiable calamity that 
can befall any one. We, as medical 
men, must say, thatit is hereditary, 
as well as many other complaints. 
There are family faces, and family 
noses, and there are family brains, 
and there are, as well as peculiar con- 
fignrations in families, peculiar dis- 
orders, such as gout, goitre, apoplexy, 
&c. and why should not the affection 
of the brain be hereditary? Others 
say it is a disgrace, and a selfish mo- 
tive comes in, and other families do 
not like to intermarry with them; 
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that may be very proper, but let us 
consider the ordinary way in which 
such persons are treated; they are 
concealed, separated from society, 
and shut up. Bat would you neglect 
a patient who bas inflammation of the 
Jungs and scrofula? will you separate 
him from society, conceal bis disease, 
and confine him, and not cell a phy- 
sician to treathim? Certainly not; 
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they are more active sometimes than 
others, and what is here said of im 
sanity must be considered as a gene- 
ral law, and will be found useful in 
every situation. No power is con- 
stantly active, but less so sometimes 
than at others; a man may have at- 
tachment strong, he may be a very 
sincere friend, but his friendship may 
be more active at one time than ano- 





no such proceeding is thought of; but| ther. So our other feelings are not 
the poor patient who manifests any | always active in the same degree. 
derangement of the function of the|There are periods of sleeping and 
brain is neglected, and a physician is! waking in the twenty-four hours ; the 
not called in until the disorder is esta- | brain wants rest, and we cannot act 


blished, whereas, if called in at the be-| 
ginning, great good might have been | 
done. Unfortunately, medical aid is | 
often called in too late. The longer a’ 
disease lasts, the worse it is, and the | 
more difficult to cure. It should be | 
known that the brain can fail sick as | 
well as other parts of the body, and it) 
is of the highest importance to scek | 
for advice in the beginning of the ma- 
Jady, and that by doing so its catise 
may be frequently arrested, and the 
knowledge of the natural functions of | 
the mind is very necessary to be able 
to “ minister to a mind diseased.’’ | 


Insanity is corporeal, it depends upon 


a deranged action of the brain, The 
brain undergoes variations, as other | 
parts of the body, and seeing that dis- | 
eases of the brain follow these varia- 
tions as in other parts, so we infer) 
that insanity is corporeal. We sel-| 
dom sce insanity in children, but very | 
frequently in the adult, and at that} 
period of a man’s life in which the 
mind is most exercised, between 20 
and 50, and after that period there. 
are not many who become insane, It 
is the result of causes acting from 
without, and not from causes called | 
moral, but such as act upon the head, 
as too much loss of blood, too much 
drinking, and many other causes, In- 
sanity has its fits; it comes on from 
time to time, and goes off again, and 
it is difficult to suppose how this could 


be so, provided the mind were dis-| 
eased. An inflammation of the eyes | 


comes and goes away again, and it is 
the same with the brain, producing 
for the time that state called insanity. 


As to those fits of insanity, I should | 


like to know how they may be ex- 
plained. The phenomena of nature 
are constant in their operations, but 
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with our intellectual or effective 
powers without rest. Moreover, there 
are certain varieties in the feelings, 
even the higher feelings, on certain 
days. Persous are very little active 
on certain days, they cannot exert 
themselves much, and I am sure that 
any one who has whatis called a ner- 
vous temperament, is partien!arly sen- 
sible of this ; a little thing offends, and 
he is tonchy andirritable, and although: 
his friends perceive it, he does not 
know it himself; in a few days this 
goes off, and he is as well as before. 
it is an important thing to attend, in 
common lite, to mutual forscarance ; 
it is founded in nature, as well as 
commanded by the laws, and me- 
dical men particularly are required to 
pay attention to it in the treatment of 
certain diseases. I appeal to them, 
whether their patients are not better 
on certain days than on others, with- 
out the influence of medicine. It is 
the same iu this species of insanity, 
a power is irritable and excited, and 
we do not know why. Weknow that 
such things happen, and that there are 
a great many changes to which the 
body is submitted. We know that 
the body increases for a certaim num- 
ber of years, and then stands still; 
and there are times of decay, the 
climacteric age. The influence of edu- 
cation will be considered in the next 
Lecture. All those who take charge 
of education know how different the 
intelleetual powers of children are at 
certain periods. Seeing these facts, 
and considering the intermissions and 
| exacerbations of insanity, it is impes- 
sible not to draw the inference that 
| its cause is corporeal. I am convinced, 
that the cause of all mental derange- 
| ment is physical, and that ite proxi- 
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mate cause is to be found in the brain, 
and to satisfy yourselves of this, you 
must study anatomy and physiology 
When digestion is deranged, we know 
what part suffers, and we know, fre- 
quently, that the circulation is dis- 
tarbed with it; the heart being af- 
fected by sympathy with the stomach. 
Now we cannot know where the de 
rangement takes place, without know- 
ing the functions of the parts in the 
healthy state, and, therefore, what I 
have said of the individual organs, 
must be studied singly and combined- 
ly, and then it will be seen that the 

roximate cause of insanity is in the 

rain, either immediately originating 
in the brain itself, or being affected 
by the disturbance of adistaut part by 
sympathy. 


Some persozs have said, that the 
cause of insanity is not corporeal, be- 
cause they have not found derange- 
meats in the organization of the brain 
after death; but if they will study the 
healthy brain, and examine those ef- 
terwards who die of chronic insanity, 
they may depend on finding a great 
difference. Ihave never scen a case 
in which I could not find a great dif- 
ference; but this cannot be seev, un- 
less the healthy structure of the brain 
is first well known. Having studied 
the whole of the configuraticn of the 
brain and its functions, some persons 
have asked the phrenologist, can you 
say whether a persou will become in- 
sane or not? No, our knowledge 
will never go so far. I may see a per- 
son very active, a muscular agile man, 
perhaps a tumbler or rope daucer, 
can I say to him, you will have an in- 
flammation of the lungs, or to another 
who has a good appetite, you will! 
have an inflammation of the stomach ? 
Every part of the body may become 
deranged, and the brain, as well as 
any other part. If 1 saw certain con- 
figurations, such as these before me, 
I would say, that the species of insanity 
called idiotism goes with them, because 
they are too small. (Three casts of the 
heads of idiots were on the table.) Some 
people have from infancy certain 
feelings stronger than others, and if 
we learn that a boy, for example, 
has always shown great love of appro- 
bation, and a desire to command 
others, you may be generally sure 





| 
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that such a person, if he should be- 
come insane, will show the predomi- 
nance of this feeling. The organ is 
found large in such a person. I have 
never known an instance to the con- 
trary. Here is the cast of a person 
who became insane from excess of 
pride, and you see how very largely 
developed the organs are here about. 
(the upper and back part of the head.) 
If you know persons who have been 
serious from infancy, and who by 
any acquired weakness have become 
insane, you will be sure to find such 
indulge in melancholy, and cautious- 
ness will be found very large. If per- 
sons labour under religious derange- 
ment, as is sometimes the case, then 
the organ of veueration will be found 
large. 


I might speak here of the moral 
causes of insanity, but there are no 
moral causes of it. Whatis meant by 
morai causes of insanity? Ifyou cafl 
moral * the action of the feelings 
and intellect,” I say, Yes, I agree 
with you that there are moral causes ; 
buat if yoa separate from the moral 
causes the influence of the organiza- 
tion, I say, no, there are none such. 
What are, then,. the moral causes? 
They are merely the activity of the 
brain: the feelings and the ideas are 
to the brain what the aliments are 
to the stomach, and the light to the 
eyes. Cive too much food to the 
stomach, and too much light to the 
eyes, and see if these organs will not 
become deranged ; and give to the 
brain more than the brain can bear, 
and it will become deranged 
Religious teelings have too often dis- 
ordered the mind ; if yousee religions 
feelings strong, with great action and 
exaltation going on, encourage them, 
and you might soon send thei to the 
mad-house, if you liked. What is 
called the moral cause of insanity is 
the activity of the feelings. The feel- 
ings, becoming too active, are no longer 
under the control of the intellectual 
powers, and that constitutes insanity, 
aud it may be so in the lower or in 
the superior feelings. A man may 
have benevolence too active ; le may 
give away every thing that he has, 
and we call such a mana fool. The 
individual feelings being exalted, it 
becomes a most important duty to ex- 
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ercise those feelings which are op-!ther in order to save him eternally, 
posed to them, and thus tend to pre- having sent him away that he shouid 


vent the excesses. Seeing a feeling 
exalted, shall we go on with it, or 
shall we take such measures as shal! 
give no opportunity to encourage the ! 
action of that power. Suppose the | 

of veneration should be too 
strong, shall we give the person re-| 
ligions books to read, which are to/ 
make him more deranged? So thata 
medical man requires an absolute 
knowledge of the human mind in or- 
der to treat insanity. I am sure, that 
if persons would pay more attention 
to the examination of the brain in the 
healthy state, they would not have any 
difficulty in detecting changes in its 
erganization in insane persons, and 
it has been even found that the part 
ef the brain has been found most 
diseased which bas been the seat of 
the most predominant feeling during 
the insanity. 


sin no more, I should rather look for 
the organ of conscientiousness to be 
large than that of destructiveness. 


& 
Another proof that the brain is the 
seat of insanity, and that its derange- 
ment is the proximate canse, is to be 
found in the great consolidation and 
thickening of the bones of the skall, 


| particularly if the insane person had 


an acute irritation in the beginning 
of the disease. We know that some- 
times the skull becomes as hard as 
ivory ; not a mere absorption of the 
diploe, by which the outer and inner 
tables approximate, but an absolute 
thickening and hardening of the skull, 
like ivory. (The section of the skull 
of a person who had been idiotic ten 
years, was shown.) Altogether, you 
must be convinced that the cause is in 
the brain, and if it were not, medical 


}men could have no influence ; but as 


Sometimes there is a single power 
@eranged, at other times there is a 
combination; the animal powers are 
sometimes very active, and yet the 
intellectual powers go on, and this 

s in suicide, or suicide com- 
bd with murder. An individual 
wishes to die, and he has not courage | 
to kill himselr, and, in his insanity, he | 
does that for which he will be put to} 
death; he arranges all his concerns, | 
and makes a preparation before hand, | 
and he gees away with a determina- | 
tion to kill some one; and I have! 
known many cases of that kind for | 
whieh they say the person must be | 

d. We see here a case of an in- | 
@ividoal feeling being deranged, and | 
yet the intellect remaining sound; | 
the man acts so because he wishes to | 
be killed, but justice says we have no 
Fight to do so, since we have declared | 
ence for ever, that we have no right | 
to kill an individual because he is in- 
sane. Judges themselves do not ye 
know sufficiently, that individual pow- 
ers of the mind may become “+ 
ranged, aud yet the others remain 
sound. If Tl Rm told that an indivi- 
dual has committed a murder during 
his insanity, do you suppose that in 
ease I should look for a large 
of destructiveness? I would 
as to the motive, and if I 


inquire 





every 
organ 
foend 


itched ano- 


that a person dispa 


it is, they are allowed to have some 
influence; the sooner they exert it 
the better, as it happens in this as in 


every other case of disease, that if 
attended to in the beginning it may 


be materially benefited, if not re- 
moved ; but if neglected, little or no 
advantage can be expected from the 
subsequent treatment. 


My object has been to-day to show 
that the cause of insanity is corporeal, 
and principally dependent on the 
brain, and that for this reason medi- 
cal men must find an interest in the 
stady of phrenology, because I hope 
that by degrees insanity will be taken 
ap as a branch of study by medical 
practitioners in general, and not be 
confined, as it is now, to a few per- 
sous. Why should it not be generally 
studied ? 


In the next Lecture, I shall speak 
of the application of phrenology to 
education, 





SEPTEMBER 17, 1825. 


REVIEW. 

Observations on Extraction of diseased 
Ovaria ; illustrated by Plates colour- 
ed after Nature. By Joun Lizars, 
Surgeon, Author of the System of 
Anatomical Plates, &c. Edinburgh, 
D. Lizars; S. Highley, London. 
1625. 

We are no advocates for hasty or un- 

necessary operations, nor, on the other 

hand, do we like to see a patient 
‘perish whose life might have been pre- 
served ; and if it be rendered proba- 
ble that such an operation as that re- 
quired for extraction of the ovaries 
can be performed with success eqtal 
(i.e. in comparison with its magnitude ) 
to that which follows other operations, 
its difficulty should not be regarded, 
and there will be no reason why it 
should not be done. Much good has 
already been effected by the publi- 
cation of Dr. BLunpett’s researches,* 
in which several ingenious experi- 
ments are brought to bear upon the 
general subject of wounds of the peri- 
toneum, and upon the operation which 
we are now sitting down to consider. 
Dr. BLunpE 1 is decidedly of opinion, 
that scirrhous ovaries, combined with 
dropsy, may be removed with perfect 
safety. His words are, “‘ the opera- 
tion will, I am persuaded, come into 
general use,.and if the British sur- 
geons will not patronize and perform 
it, the French and American Surgeens 
will.” The ovaria are subject to a va- 





* Researches Physiological and 
Pathological, by James Bluadeli, MD. 
8vo. 1824. See also Lancet, vol. vi. 
p. 6, where acopious analysis of the 
work will be found. 
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riety of diseases, which sometimes exist 
alone, and at others are complicated 
with dropsy. Mercury and diureties 
do not appear to exert any infinenee 
over this species of dropsy, anid the 
operation of paracentesis has seldom 
been more than palliative, as adhe- 
sion in the cyst, although vations at- 
tempts have been made, has seldom 
been effected. Injections and setons 
have succeeded in a few cases, but 
have failed in others. Le Dran at- 
tempted to cure dropsy of the ovary 
by laying open the cyst, and he ap- 
pears to have succeeded so far as to 
prevent a re-accumulation of fluid, 
although a disease of the ovary still 
remained, which continued to enlarge 
up tothe death of the patients. In 
some sinuses formed. Other surgeons, 
beth abroad and in this country, have 
employed injections, as in bydrocele, 
but without being able to establish 
the efficiency of the operation. Most 
of the patients on whom these expe- 
riments were made died; and cer- 
tainly, when we compare the size of 
an ordinary ovarian cyst with the in- 
side of the tunica vaginalis, the absnr- 
dity of all analogical plans of treat- 
ment will very fully appear. Cremer. 
used injections, Morcacnt likewise 
talks of injections after the removal 
of the dropsical fluid in the ovarium ; 
and Professor Dzonp1, of Halle, in- 

formed the author, that he had fre- j 
quently cured this disease by incision, 
and the introduction of a tent, and 
afterwards removing the sloughing 
sac by the forceps. A friend of the 
author (Dr, Scupamone, of Wye, in 
Kent) injected diluted port wine and 
sulphate of zitic in dropsy of the 
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ovarium, without being able to pro- 
cnre adhesion in the sac; the woman 
died a few weeks after, apparently 
from the disease. For our own parts, 
we should never think of employing 
injections in this affection. 

Many cases have occurred in which 
the abdomen has been ruptured, where 
either a foetus, or the water of an ova- 
tian dropsy, has escaped through the 
opening, followed by perfect recovery. 

~Of such cases our author has collected 
‘thirteen, to prove that wounds or rup- 
tures of the peritoneum not uncom- 
-snonly do well.* 

In ancient times healthy ovaria 
were frequently removed from the 
human female, but for this there can 
be no occasion in our day, although 
Dr. Bun DELL thinks it might be found 
an effectual remedy in the worst 
cases of dysmenorrhea, and in bleed- 
ing from monthly determinations, or in 
cases of inverted womb, where the ex- 
tirpation of the latter organ has been 
rejected. The operation is sometimes 
performed upon brute animals, and 
apparently with safety. 

“ The total extirpation of the ova- 





* © One case has fallen onder my 
notiée,” says Dr. Blundell, “ in which 
a fall from the top of a coach occa- 
sioned a transverse rent through the 
abdominal coverings, abeve the abdo- 
minal rings, en the right side, four 
fingers broad at the least; the intes- 
tines lung out. The man recovered 
in a few weeks. The intestines still 
protruded at this part, pushing the 
abdominal coverings before them, and 


forming a vertical hernia; the scar 
of the rentis sti!] apparent. The man 
was under the care of Mr. Green, at 
St. Thomas's Hospital.”— Physiolo- 

and Pathological Researches, 
pp: 14, 15. He quotes several other 


cases. 


rium,” says the atthor, “both in a 
healthy and diseased state, has been 
performed ; and it is the design of 
this essay to consider the propriety of 
such an operation, with the view of 
obtaining a radical cure of dropsical 
ovatium. * On chatre,’ says Morand, 
* les femelles non seulement des vola- 
tiles, mais méme des quadrapeds, 
sans danger. Cette operation ap- 
pliquée aux femmes n’a point para 
nne chimére a Felix Platerus et a 
Diemerbroeck ; c’etoit an rapport de 
Hesichius, une operation commune 
chez les Lydiens, pour des raisons qui 








ne sont point de l’art.’"* In other ex- 





* Diemerbroeck thus observes, 
* Felix Platerus, vir magni jadicii 
putat ad exemplum castrati bru- 
torum, etiam mulieres, castrari posse ;” 
aud, in another place, ‘ Creophagi in 
Arabia, teste Alexandro ab Alexan- 
dro, non viris solum, verum etiam 
mulieribus testes exscindebant, ad ex- 
emplum Agyptiorum, qui mulieres 
eodem modo castrari solebant. Athw- 
nens refert Xanthaum memorize, pro- 
didisse, quod Adramites, Lydoram 
Rex, faminas castraret, quibus eunuch- 
orum loco utebatur. Hesichius et 
Suicas ejusdem sceleris etiam accu- 
sant Gygem.’ ‘ In Arabia,’ says Alex- 
ander ab Alexandro, ‘ genus est Creo- 
phagos vocant, quibus nondum viri, 
sed mulieres Iudaice excindi solebant, 
sicut de Andramite Lydorum Rege, 
qui primus eunuchas tecit mulieres, 
sermo proditus est: quo exemplo in 
Egypto aliquando mulieres excinde- 
bantur.’ ‘* Av3ol,’ dicit Athznens, 
‘ 88 els rogotroy HAGov Tpudis, ds Kat 
mpGTo yuvaikas ebvovxioa.’ ‘ira b 
’Avriplas,’ dicit Strabo, ‘ Away xa 
‘vwep Td T0v Kpewpdyoi, oA 060) Tas Badd- 
vos Kai al yuvaikes Isdaikas exterunueval,” 
* Sic quidam,’ says Wierus, ‘ nomine 
Joannes ab Essen, ab illustrissimo 
Clivensi duce, numerata certa pecu- 
nia, castrandi jumenta et pecora in 
Marchiem comitata potestatem pro se 
solo impetrarat. ic ubi quendam 
familiarius conjunctiusque sua frui filia 
animadverteret, ira incitatus, eam 
manu injecta evestigio in cubiculum 
abripit, violenterque uterum eidem, 
quemadmodum pecori solet, exsecat, 
conceptionique porro inidoneam sa- 
nat.’ Diemerbroeck styles this * Al- 
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» also, the peritoneal cavity 
has been freely laid open, both acci- 
dentally and intentionally, and the 
intestines exposed to the contact of 
the air, without injury. Paulus Bar- 
bette, of Amsterdam, laid open the 
abdomen, and disengaged the stran- 
gulated or twisted intestine in a case 
of volvalus. Bonetus relates the case 
of a lady who was dying of intusus- 
ception, when a military surgeon 
opened the abdomen, disentavgled 
the twisted intestine, and effected a 
cure. Schacht operated for the same 
peculiar disease with success. Besides 
these, there are many well authenti- 
cated cases of the Cresarian operation 
being performed, even for six times 
on the same woman, with success; 
and of the uterus being extirpated per 
vaginam. In mostly all the cases of 
diseased ovaria on record, and in all 
the dissections of this disease which I 
have witnessed, the tumour was ap- 
pended by a small pedicle, merely 
the broad ligament of the uterus. In 
this important fact I am supported 
by cases detailed by Meekren, Gahr- 
liepius, Laubius, Littre, and Morgagni., 
The largest Lever saw, I have kept 
as a preparation ; and although a great 


quantity of the gelatinous m itter, and 


all the serous fluid, has been neces- 
sarily removed, it still weighs 25 |bs. 
The practicability of extirpating a 
diseased ovarium bas been proved by 
repeated experience. L’Aumonier, 
who was chief surgeon of the great 
hospital at Rowen about fifty years 
ago, extirpated the ovarium success- 
fully ; and since his time an ovarium 
has been frequently removed, and 
ofien with success, particularly in 
France, Germany, and America. Dr. 
Smith of Connecticut lately extirpated 
an ovarium in a dropsical state suc- 
cessfully. Mr. Pott extirpated first 
the one ovariam and then the other ; 
bat.these appeared as tumours in the 
groins, resembling hernia, so that he 
did not require to lay open the abdo- 
men, Three very instructive cases 
occurred to Dr. Macdowal of Ken- 
tucky ; and the following history of 
them was sent, about eight years ago, 





tera castratio.” De Graaf and Boer- 
haave mention this story of Wicrus, 
and seem to pat confidence in it. 





to my worthy preceptor, the late ce- 
lebrated sargeon Mr. John Beil, who 
was then on the Continent, and came 
into my hands as having the charge of 
his patients and professional corre- 
spondence during his absence : 

* In December 1809, Dr. Macdowal 
was called to see Mrs. Crawford, who 
had fer several months thought herself 
pregnant. She was afflicted with pains 
similar to labeur pains, from which 
she could find no relief; and so strong 
was the presumption of her being in 
the last stage of pregnancy, that two 
physicians, who were consulted on her 
case, requested,’ says Dr. Macdowal, 
‘my aid in delivering her. The ab- 
domen was considerably enlarged, 
and had the appearance of pregnancy, 
though the inclination of the tumour 
was to one side, admitting of an easy 
removal to the other. Upon exami- 
nation, I foend nothing in the uterus; 
which induced the conclusion that it 
must be an enlarged ovarium. Having 
never seen so large a substance ex- 
tracted, or heard of success attend- 
ing an operation such as this, I gave 
the unhappy woman information of 
her dangerous situation. She seemed 
willing to andergo an experiment, 
which I promised to perform, if she 
would come to Danville, the town 
where I resided, a distance of sixty 
miles. This seemed almost impra:ti- 
cable, by even the most favourable 
conveyance ; yet she performed the 


journey in a few days on horseback. 


With the assistance,’ says Dr. Mac- 
dowal, * of my nephew and colleague, 
I commenced the operation, which 
was conducted in the following man- 
ner. Having placed her on a table of 
the ordinary height, on her back, and 
removed all her dress which might in 
any way impede the operation, I made 
an incision on the left side, about 
three inches distant from the musculus 
rectus abdyminis, continuing it nine 
inches in length, parallel with the 
fibres of the above-named muscle, ex- 
tending into the cavity of the abdo- 
men, the parietes of which were a 
good deal contused, which we as- 
cribed to the resting of the tumour on 
the horns of the saddle during the 
journey. The tamour then appeared 
full in view, but it was so large that 
we could not remove itentire, We 
put a strong ligature round the fallo- 





piam tube, near the uterus, then cut 
open the tumour, which was the ova- 
rium and parts of the a 
lopian tube very much e F 
toek out fifteen pounds of a dirty 
cubtannndenhdins dn substance ; after 
which we cut through the fallopian 
tube, and. extracted the sac, which 
weighed seven pounds and a half. We 
thea turned her on her left side, so as 
to:permit the blood to eseape. After 
this, we closed the external opening 
with the interrupted suture, leaving 
out, at the lower-end of the incision, 
the ligatare that surrounded the fal- 
lopian tube. Between every two 
Stitches. we put a strip of adhesive 

taster, which, by keeping the parts 
n, contact, hastened the healing of 
the incision. We then applied the 
usual dressing, pot her to bed, and 
prescribed a strict observance of the 
antiphlogistic regimen. As soon as 
the external opening was made, the 
intestines rushed out upon the table; 

and so completely was the abdomen 
filled by the tumour, that they could 
not be replaced during the operation, 
which lasted about twenty-five mi- 
nutes. In five days I visited her, and, 
much to nry astonishment, found her 
engaged in making up her bed. I en- 
joined her to take partieclar caution 
tor the future; and in thirty-five days 
she returned home in good health, 
which she continues to enjoy.’ 


Besides the above case, Dr. Mac- 
DOWAL has two others; the first of a 
negio woman, who had a hard and 
painful tamour in the abdomen; be 
preseribed mercury, which somewhat 


abated the pain. As the tamour was 
fixed and immovable, he did not ad- 
vise an operation, but at the earnest 
request of the patient and her master 
he agreed to perform it. He placed 
her on a table, laid the abdomen open, 
asin the preceding case, inserted his 
hand, and found the ovaria very much 
enjarged, painful to the touch, and. 
firmly adhering to the vesica urinaria 
and fundus uteri. To extract it would, 





THE LANCET. 


he thought, be fatal; but by way of 
experiment he plunged the scalpel 
into the diseased part, when the same 
gelatinons substance, asin the above 
case, with a profttsion of blood, rush- 
ed to the external opening, and was 
conveyed off by placing the hand 
under the tumour and suffering the 
discharge to run over it. A quart of 
blood escaped into the cavity of the 
abdomen, which, after the hemeor- 
rhage ceased, was removed, and the 
patient recovered. 

In the other case the tumour was" 
easily moved from side to side, and 
was removed, without difficulty, by 
cutting through the linea alba, put- 
ting a ligature on it, and afterwards 
dividing the fallopian tube. The tu- 
mour weighed nine pounds, and the 
patient perfectly recovered. 

We now come to the operations of 
our author. The first case was that 
of a woman who had been afflicted 
with lumbar abscess, followed by a 
tumid abdomen, supposed to arise 
from ovarian dropsy, for which she 
was twice tapped. Upon consultation, 
it was agreed by all that one or both 
ovaries were diseased, wherefore, at 
the urgent request of the patient, 
Mr. Lizars undertook the operation. 
The rectum and bladder were emptied, 
the former by means of a dose of 
jalap, &c. the preceding day. In alt 
operations of the abdominal cavity 
these preeantions should be attended 
to. The room was heated to the tem- 
perature of 80° Fahrenheit, upons 
which the patient was placed on a 
table, covered with a mattress and 
two pillows. The operation was then 
commenced “ by making a longitudi- 
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nal incision parallel with and on the | immediately rejected. She was er- 


left side of the linea alba, about two 
inches from the ensiform cartilage 
to the crista of the os pubis, through 
the skin and cellular substance, when 
the peritoneum appeared, the recti 
muscles being separated by the dis- 
tension consequent on the present dis- 
ease aud former pregnancy.” A 
small incision was then made through 


the peritoneum, which was enlarged | 


by introducing a straight probe-point- 
ed bistoury; the fore and middle 
fingers of the left hand directed the 
instrament and protected the viscera, 
which, upon the incision through the 
periteneum being made to correspond 
with that of the muscles, could not 
be confined withiu the parietes of the 
abdomen. Apprehensive of peritoneal 
inflammation, the author enveloped 
the intestines in a towel dipped in 
water, at about 98 degrees, and pro- 
ceeded to look for the tumonr, which, 
to his astonishment, he could not find. 
At last, however, a flattened tumour, 
of no great magnitude, was discover- 
ed at the left sacro-iliac-synchondrosis 
of the pelvis, lying beneath the divi- 
sion of the common iliac artery, into 
its external aud internal branches. 


“ Having satisfied all present,” says 
the author, “* that this was not the 
tumour which was anticipated,—that 
it was impracticable to extirpate it,— 
and that the uterus and ovaria were 
perfectly sound and healthy, I pro- 
ceeded to retarn the intestines, and 
to stitch up the wound, carrying the 
needie as deep as possible, and ap- 
plying straps of adhesive plaster be- 
tween the stitches. Compresses of 
lint were next faid along, and the 
nine-tailed bandage bound round the 
body. I then carried her to bed, and 
gave her en anodyne draught of forty 
drops of landanum, whieh was almost 


dered warm toast-water and tea. I 
shail never forget the countenance 
my pupils and the young L 

of the profession, when the intestines 
protruded, and baffled ali the efforts 
of Dr. Campbell and the other gen- 
tlemen to confine them. The dia 
phragm acted with great vigour and 
with powerful impetuosity.” 





ure 


The patient recovered of the wound 





in her belly, and “ now lives in town 


(Edinburgh) carning her living, as 


formerly, by binding shoes.”’ This casé 
is valuable,tas showing the extent to 
which incisions through the perito- 
neum may be carried. 

We come next to the second case, 
which, having perfectly succeeded, 


we shall insert almost entire. 


“ Janet I—., aged 36, an unmar- 
ried woman, of middle stature, well 
shaped, of a sallow compl >xion, and 
possessing considerable muscular 
strength, is affected with an enlarge- 
| ment of the abdomen, so as to resem- 
ble a woman in the 8th month of 
pregnancy. On examination of the 
abdomen, it appears to be distended 
with fluid, and a large hard tumour, 
which feels as if it were the eterus 
having a feetus of the 7th month, or an 
| extra uterine conception ; for in one 
| place, the tumour is round, like the 
jhead ef a fetus, while in another 
| place, you imagine you can distinguish 
jan elbow or knee-joint. This mass 
| can be rolled from one side of the ab- 

demen to the other, floating in the 
| fluid. Gn examination per vaginam, 
the os uteri can be felt indistinctly, 
and nearer the meatus urinarins than 
|im the natural state; and beyond 
this, a tumour is felt like the head 
of a foetus in the pelvis, and incapable 
of being moved. Per rectum, this 
round tentour is still distinctly felt. 
She complains of pain in the lumbar 
and saeral regions, and considerable 
oppression of breathing. On consult- 
ing with Dr, Campbell, Lecturer on 
Midwifery, and Mr. Kennedy, Sur- 
geon of this city, who called me in 
to see this patient, we were of opi- 
nion, from the tumour in the pelvis 











being so immoveable, that no opera- 
tion was advisable, excepting the 
performing paracentesis abdominis 
for the removal of the ascites. When 
our opinion was communicated te the 
atient, she seemed much dejected, 
aving learned that I had operated 
—\ with snecess for the same 
isease. The history of Janet I——’s 
case is as follows: 
Abont six years ago, after exposure 


THE LANCET. 


I began the eperation, the patient 
being piesed on her back, on a table 
covered with blankets, and the tem- 
perature of the room heated to 75° of 
Fahrenheit. The external incision 
having extended through the skin and 
adipose substance, from the ensiform 
cartilage to the symphysis pubis, a 
little on the left of the linea alba, I 
cautiously cut through the muscles 
' and the peritoneum, near the ambili- 





to cold during the night, she was!cus, making a small apertare into 
seized with excrucinting pain in the ; the latter, when the serous fluid flowed 
back, accompanied with violent vo-| freely out, which was also collected 
miting, both of which continued more by means of saucers and sponges ; as 
or less severe for nearly six days ; the | the fluid ceased to flow, the wound 
pain being sometimes so severe as to | was enlarged downwards. The whole 
compel her to roll on the ground | measured aboat a gallon and a half. 
writhing in agony. At this time, she | The wound was then enlarged up- 
first perceived, in the right iliac re-| wards to the sternum, making that in 
xion, a tumour about the size of her| the peritonenm correspond with the 
fist, quite immoveable, but which, as wound in the integuments ; when 
it progressively enlarged, has become | the tumour appeared occupying the 
more and more moveable. Since the | greater portion of the abdomen, and 
commencement, she has been gene-| resembled the aterus in the eighth or 
rally, for a day or two every montii,| ninth mouth of gestation, as repre- 
tormented with pain in the lumbar and | sented in Plate I. I now laid hold 
sacral regions ; and she imagines, that | of the tamour, bronght it beyond the 
she has been troubled with the dropsy | parietes of the abdomen, and gave it 
more or less from the beginning. The | into the hands of my assistant, Mr. 


catamenia have occurred regularly, | Mucrae, as its weight threatened to 
have been scanty and light coloured, | drag the uterus; I then passed my 
and have never increased the pain. | fingers around the pedicle, which ap- 
Her bowels have been throughout! peared the broad ligament of the 
very constipated. She has undergone | uterus, soft, flaccid, and healthy, and 


abont an inch and a half in length, the 


two courses of mercury, and repeated 
courses of dinretic medicines, but all 
to no purpose. Of all the diuretics, 
the supertartrate of potass has had 
greatest effect in removing the as- 
cites ; but the tamonr then only ap- 
peared more evident. During this 
period of six years, she has been cook 
- a large family, until last Novem- 
fr. 
This woman, miserable herself, and 
a burden to her poor relations, im- 
plored Mr. Kennedy to urge me to re- 
move one of the tumours, in order to 
try the effect of it. 1 therefore visit- 
ed her again, and from her entreaties 
resolved to operate, and if the tumour 
in the pelvis should prove to be the 
uterus in a diseased condition, even 
to remove it. 
The day before the operatien, she 
had a smart dose of the compound 
wder of jalap, which operated 
riskly. This day, Sunday, the 27th 
of February 1825, at one o'clock p.m. 


fundus uteri being elevated ubout an 
inch above, or atlanted to, the crista 
pubis. A ligature, composed of two 
strong threads waxed, was next passed 
round this pedicle, and tied interme 
diate between the fundus uteri and 
| the tumour, transfixing the pedicle 
between the noose of the ligature and 
the tumonr, to prevent the noose 
slipping off. Lastly, I cut across the 
pedicle to the tumour. During the 
progress of the operation, she com- 
plained of pain in the lumbar and sa- 
cral regions, which appeared to arise 
from the dragging of the tumour—a 
circumstance scarcely possible to be 
avoided, with all our care. My next 
object was to ascertain the condition 
of the uterus, as 1 was prepared to 
remove it had it been diseased ; 
uterus, however, was perfectly soft, 
and only a little enlarged. The other 
ovary Was increased to nearly the 
size of the fourth part of the one re- 








SEPTEMBER 17, 1825. 333 


moved, and was adhering on the right , found the binder, dressings, and a 
side to the parietes of the pelvis, and |considerable space of the sheets, 
to the uterus, but comparatively free | drenched with blood, my patient 
on the left side. While examining | scarcely able to articulate, her voice 
this, the gentlemen around me begged | hardly audible, her face cold, and 
me to desist, in which I concurred, covered with claminy sweat, and the 
conceiving, that as the uterus was | hands and feet equally cold, with no 
elevated above the brim of the pelvis,| pulse at the wrists, and the arteries 
and the ovary not tied down by ad-! even of the temples scarcely percep- 
hesions to the bottom of the pelvis, | tible; I instantly removed the dress- 
there might be hopes of its rising after | ings, cut the four lower or pubic 
the other had been detached, and | stitches, separated the lips of the 
that it might be extirpated afterwards. | wound, removed several coagula of 
I now proceeded to bring the edges | blood, traced the ligature to its source, 
of the wound in apposition, by the | found it firm and fast, and saw no 
employment of ligatures and adhesive | oozing vessel, after repeated spong- 
straps; of the former there were jing; I therefore desisted, renewed 
seven, and of the latter nine, the| the stitches and adhesive straps, and 
wound itself being twelve inches. [| bouad all up again, I appointed as- 
regret that I employed so few liga- | sistants to sit by her, with injunctions 
tures, for in wounds of the abdomen | to examine the wound frequently, and 
they are particularly useful, to pre-|to watch the puise; the hands and 
vent any protrusion of the viscera, | feet were clothed with worsted stock- 
and to give support in all the mo-| ings, and hot dressing-irons applied, 
tions of the abdomen during the cure. | being previously surrounded with flan- 
When the ligatures and adhesive} nel. She remained low and exhaust- 
straps had been applied, and the liga- | ed, vomiting from time to time during 
ture encircling the pedicle carefully | the remainder of the evening, but 
left out, compresses of lint and linen| began to gain strength about mid- 
were put on, and the abdomen eucir- | night, and turned on her right side, 
cled with a shawl, as a binder em-| when she was relieved from the voe 
ployed after accouchement. This {| miting, and enjoyed some sleep. 
found in the former case much more On Monday morning, she was very 
“serviceable than a nine or twenty-| restless, complaining of pain in the 
tailed bandage, or stays, or any other | lumbar and sacral regions, and feel- 
fashionable dress. The thermometer | ing very thirsty ; her pulse was so small 
in the room had by this time risen to| aud quick as hardly to be counted 5 
80°. IT now laid my patient carefully | her skin soft, and becoming warmer 5 
in bed on her back, and considering | her tongue a little furred and parch- 
that I had, to my own, as well as the | ed; there was no appearance of be- 
satisfaction of all present, taken pre- | morrbage, bat the binder and dress- 
cautions against every risk of hamor- | ings were tinged with serous exuda- 
rhage, I left her to the care of her| tion, coloured with blood, apparently 
sister-in-law, with strict injunctions | the dropsical fluid. The urine was 
to keep her quiet, and to let her have | drawn off by the catheter. Low diet 
only plain or toast-water. Appre-|and rest enjoined. At mid-day the 
hensive, therefore, only of inflamma- | symptoms were improving, the pulse 
tion, I requested an intelligent pupil, | becoming fuller; but she felt consi- 
Mr. Milroy, surgeon, to call every twe | derable pain trom the flatus in the 
hours, and on the least appearance of | bowels, which was not increased on 
a rise in the pulse, or increase of | full inspiration, or felt on pressure. 
pain, to abstract blood to fainting. Ordered essence of peppermint. 
The operation was finished about! About five in the afternoon, the pulse 
one o'clock ; my pupil, Mr. Milroy,! could be counted at the wrist, and 
called between two and three o’clock, | beat 120 pulsations. In the evening 
aud found her sleeping and doing | she became very fatigued and thirsty, 
well; I called myself within a few | and complained more of the pain from 
rinutes to four o'clock, and met one | flatus, the pain darting throughout 
of her relations on his way for me, as | the abdomen; but she had no pain on 
she was dying from loss of blood. I | pressure, or taking a full inspiration. 
i 








The skin was warmer, but the left 
arm and leg felt still cool; the pulse 
127, and small; the tongue furred 
aud parched, Urine drawn off, and 
the same injunctions repeated, with 
the administration of the peppermint 
At midnight these flatulent pains were 


excruciating, and were relieved by | 
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and soft; tongue cleaner. The serous 
discharge continued profuse. On look- 
ing at the upper part of the wound, it 


} appeared united, and no suppura- 


tion; all was therefore left alone. 
Friday, 4th March.—Had passed 

a good night, and in the morning had 

a laxative enema administered, which 


the insertion of a glyster-pipe into the | operated well, and gave her great re- 


reetum, which allowed the escape of | lief. 
flatus. The other symptoms and ap-|Skin warm and 


| stronger, fuller, and softer; tongue 


pearances were nearly the same as in 
the evening. From this period, she 
slept at intervals during the morning, 
bat, when awake, was excessively 
thirsty, which, when relieved with 
drink, immediately produced vomit- 
ing. She was less tormented with 
flatus, having been able to expe! it 
from time to time; and she made 
urine naturally about six o'clock, to 
the quantity of ten ounces, which was 
very high coloured. The pulse varied 
from 120 to 136 during the night ; and 
the bloody serous discharge continued 
to moisten the binder and other dress- 


ings. 

esday morning, Ist March.— 
After passing a very restless night, 
she complained of great pain of the 


abdomen, in consequence of flatus, on 
the expulsion of which she was imme- 
diately relieved ; pain was not felt on 

ssare, or increased by drawing a 
tull inspiration: she complained also 


of excessive thirst, which, when 
qmenched with water, plain or toast, 
was generally rejected. Skin com- 
fortably warm; pulse 130, soft, and 
not very weak ; tongne furred. In the 
course of the forenoon, she bad a se- 
vere fit of coughing, which produced 
great pain in the abdomen, and 
caused a bloody discharge from the 
wound; but on examination, it was 
found to be deep coloured seram: it 
produced no faintness, or any diffe- 
rence in the pulse. Slept at intervals 
diring the day, and lay tolerably 
quiet. 

Wednesday.— Had passed a good 
night, and seemed much better. Palse 
130; skin warm and soft; tongue 
still furred. Allowed tea, coffee, 
gruels, and pana:a. 

Thursday.—Slept soundly at inter- 
vals, and the symptoms much alle- 
viated ; was, however, occasionally 
very restiess during the night; pulse 
126, fuller and stronger; skin warm 





Felt easy, and much less thirst. 
soft; pulse 126, 


cleaner. The wound was dressed, by 
changing the adhesive straps and lint: 
it looked extremely well, being united 
from the one end to the other, with no 
inflammatéry appearance; and the 
abdomen was soft and flaccid. She 
found, whenever she turned on her 
back, however favourable this posi- 
tion was to the adhesion of the wound, 
that she instantly vomited ; she was 
therefore allowed to remain entirely 
on her side, and her right she found 
to be the easier. 

Saturday.—Had a good night's rest. 
Pulse 120, and the other symptoms as 
yesterday. The serous discharge mach 
diminished, and the wound looked 
well. Ordered half an ounce of cas- 
tor oil. 

Sunday.—Physic operated gently, 
producing two copious evacnations, 
Passed a good night, and felt much 
better. Symptoms and wound as on 
the preceding day. 

Monday,7th March.—Had passed a 
sound night, and was so well as to be 
allowed an egg for breakfast, and 
beet-tea for dinner. This kind of 
diet was given in the hopes of tending 
to check the flatulence, which occa- 
sionally produced excruciating pain. 
Ordered a domestic enema every 
morning before breakfast. 

Tuesday.—She continued to im- 
prove, and for the first time I pulled 
the ligature surrounding the pedicle, 
at first gently, and afterwards strong- 
ly, without giving her the least pain. 
‘The wound continued to granulate in 
some places, and a profuse discharge, 
partly purulent, issned from where 
the ligature emerged. Skin cool and 
soft; tongue clean and moist, but the 
pulse 132. 

Wednesday.—Still tortured with 
flatulent pain, although the bowels 
were kept gently open with the do- 


mestic enema, and every kind of diet 
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that’ could produce it was forbidden, 
Had her bed made last night, having 
been supported in two of her brothers’ 
arms, in the horizontal posture, for a 
few minutes. Ordered essence of pep- 
permint, with a small dose of the 
oleum ricini ; awd, after its operation, 
ten drops of the tinctara opii ammo- 
niati, together with ten of the pep- 
permimt, every two or three hours, 
till relieved, and warm dressing-irons 
to be applied \to each side of the ab- 
domen. A drachm was taken betore 
relief was obtained. When 
dressing the wound, | pulled the'liza- 
tare strongly, without giving any pain. 
Palse 130, but evidently that of de-~ 
bility, being soft and compressible. 


in consequence, I imagine, of having: 
transfixed the fele: it excites a 
little paralent discharge.” 

Sept. 10th. We are informed that 
the ligatare has since come away, and 
that the patient has perfectiy recover- 
ed.. The disease of the ovarium was 
|the “ ecphyma physconia” of Dr. 
Young, or “cystic sarcoma” of Mr. 
Abernethy ; Dr. Good terms it “‘ em- 





| phyma celialosum, or cystose tumour.” 
| 


| For a more particular description of 
| the disease and the operation we must 


Thursday and Friday—She conti- refer to the plates, of which there are 


nued to be tormented with flatulence, 
which tumified the abdomen cousider- 
ably, and was only alleviated for a 
short period by the tinctara opii am- 
moniata and peppermint. Wound 
looked well; one of the stitches had 
ulcerated away ; discharge partly pu- 
rolent, and still copious; pulse 115; 
tongue clean; appetite good. Ordered 
beef-steaks for dinner. 

Sunday, 13th.—Continued daily bet- 
ter. The wound improving, the dis- 
charge moderating, and one or more 
of the stitches daily coming away. 
She was allowed, in addition to the 
beef-steaks or roasted mutton, a glass 
of port-wine. 

Thursday, 31st March.—The wound 
now united and firm, there being 
only a smali aperture for the ligature 
surrounding the pedicie, which had 
not come away, and the discharge 
triding and purulent. L allowed ber 
to sit up in! bed, having previvusly 
put on an outer binder. The second 
day after last report, the wine having 
agreed well with her, she was allowed 
two glasses im the day. 

Monday, 9th May.—Siuce last re- 
port she has been daily mending, get- 
ting every day out.of bed, and walk-, 
ing about the house, with the excep- 
tion of pain and irritation, which oc- 
curred three weeks ago, in conse- 
quence of pulling the ligature too 
Strongly. So great a degree of pain 
was excited, that I was obliged to 
apply leeches aud fomentations to the 
abdomen. She is now able again to 
get out of bed, and te have nourish- 
ing diet. The ligature still remains, 


five, executed with that fidelity and 
elegance for which our author’s works 
are so justly celebrated. 


The next case (the patient aged'25) 
terminated fatally on the second day 
after the operation; in this instance 
the tumour extensively and strongly 
adhered to the abdominal parietes. 

The following is the account of the 
operation :— 


“ On Tuesday the 22d of March 
1825, between one and two o'clock, 
the room having been previously 
heated to 75 degrees Fahrenheit, L 
commenced the operation by making 
an incision through the skin and adi- 
pose substance, from the sternum, to 
the symphisis pubis ; then through the 
muscles and peritoneum, near the 
sternum, so as to get at once into the 
abdominal cavity ; but the tumour ap- 
proached so near the sternum, that I 
could not accomplish this, so that I 
cut throngh the tendons of the ex- 
ternal oblique, internal oblique, aud 
rectus muscles, imagining I had got 
to the surface of the tamour, and was 
proceeding to separate the parietes 
trom the tumour, when I observed 
my mistake. I accordingly deepened 
the incision threngh the posterior ten- 
dinous layer of the internal oblique 
and transversalis muscles, and are 
rived at the sac of the tumour; I then 





| began to insulate the tamour, whieh 


was found adhering so strongly to the 





parietes of the abdomen, to the colon, 
and to the brim of the pelvis, that I 
despaired of being able to detach it ; 
however, by dissecting at one time, 
and tearing cautiously with the fingers 
at another, I succeeded in insulating 
a large mass of a dark brown colorr, 
weighing upwards of seven pounds, 
and, to my delight, having a pedicle 
be | the thickness of a little fiuger, 
and between one and two inches in 
length. I now gave this enormens 
mass to my assistant, Mr. Macrae, 
passed a ligature round the pedicle, 
and tied it firmly, and then cut close 
to the tumour ; securing three open- 
mouthed vessels of the pedicle. Dur- 
ing this period, which occupied, I 
understand, about ten minutes, my 
friend, Dr. Poole, kept the omentum 
and intestines enveloped in a towel 
diptin water, at 96 degrees. I now 
stitched up the wound, carefully avoid- 
ing the intestines and omentum, ap- 
plied straps of adhesive plaster, com- 
presses of lint and linen, and around 
the body a shawl, like a binder after 
accouchement ; and, lastly, carried 
my patient to bed, Ordered toast 
and water and enjoined quietness,” 


& Dissection. —On cutting the stitches 
of the wound, it was found adhering 
in some points, particularly at the 
upper or sternal part; at the lower 
part, a little serum and purulent mat- 
ter issued ont, and reflecting back 
the parietes of the abdomen, the 
omentum and intestines were found 
adhering to the neighbourhood of the 
wound. The peritenenm investing 
the parietes, which adhered to the 
tumour, and also those portions of 
this membrane investing the colon ard 
small intestines which adhered to the 
tumour, were of a bluish black ap- 
pearance, and tore with ease under 
the finger, being evidently gangre- 
nous. Small patches of inflammation 
were observable in other parts of the 
intestines, particularly the colon, In 
the pelvic cavity there were a few 
ounces of serous fluid, with flakes of 
coagulable lymph floating in it. The 

dicle was then seen to be the broad 
igament of the uterus, and the uterus 
itself was found perfectly healthy ; 
the other ovarium was of its nataral 
size, had a coating of coagulable 
lymph, but was tolcrably firm when 
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dissected; the fallopian tube was 
turgid and red in the colour.” 


In the following case the patient 
recovered from the operation, but the 
disease could not be removed. 


“ The day was remarkably cold for 
the season, for although a large fire 
had been put on by seven in the 
morning, the thermometer had arisen 
only to 66 degrees by one o'clock. 
When the heat of the room had risen 
to 70 degrees of Fahrenheit, which was 
betwéen one and two o'clock, a lon- 
gitudinal incision was made through 
the integuments from the sternum to 
the pubes; at the sternal extremity 
the peritoneum was wounded, and one 
finger of the left hand was here intro- 
duced, then another, and the perito- 
neum laid open to the pubes; the 
same was then done upwards to the 
sternum, when a multiplicity of con- 
voluted vessels presented themselves, 
of various magnitude, from the thick- 
ness of a finger to that of a crow’s 
quill. At first I thought them the in- 
testines, for they appeared extremely 
fleshy ; then I imagined them the 
blood-vessels of a placenta, which 
they stlil more resembled; indeed, 
such was their resemblance to the 
vessels of that organ, that the same 
idea struck one and all of the gentle- 
men present, On minute examination, 
however, they were found to be the 
blood-vessels of the oment:m majus, 
enormously enlarged, running on the 
surface, and into the substance of the 
tumonr, which appeared an enlarged 
ovarium. Finding that it was im- 
practicable either to dissect those 
vessels from the surface of the tu- 
mour, or to secure them, in conse- 
quence of their great number, I abans 
doned the idea of extirpating the 
mass, in which decision I was sup- 
ported by the gentlemen present; I 
therefore punctured, with a large tro- 
car and canula, the centre of the ta- 
mour, but nothing flowed; I next 
made a small but deep incision with 
a scalpel, when the tamour appeared 
solid and cartilaginous, and a vessel 
bled a little; I lastly punctared the 
lower part of the tumour, being anx- 
ious to reduce its bulk, but only pure 
blood followed. The lips of the wound 
were now approximated and stitched ; 
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e straps applied, compresses 
and linen, with a shawl as a 
and the patient cariied to bed. 


operation was performed in the 
presence of James Dease, ee sur- 
= to the forces; Drs. Poole, Camp- 
ll, and Millan; Messrs. Jas. Scott, 
George White, and many other sur- 
geons and students.” 


A correspondent informs us, that 








when the practitioners present saw 





the blood vessels pulsating in this 
case they lost all fortitude, and were 
unable to render the least assistance | 
tothe operator. “ Will no one assist 
me,” exclaimed Mr. Lizars, upon} 
which Staff Surgeon Dease stepped 
forward, with military firmness, to 
support him, and between them the 
abdomen was again closed over this 
appalling tumour. 

The volume is concluded by some 
remarks on the nature of serous mem- 
branes, which the author thinks are 
less prore to inflammation than cellu- 
lar tissues that are more confined, or 
shut up. “ The exhalation constantly 
going on in them seems to modify ac- 
tion,” which observation, he thinks, is 
strikingly illustrated in dropsy of the 
tunica vaginalis testis, or hydrocele, 
where the greatest difficulty is some- 
times experienced by the surgeon in 
producing inflammation sufficient to 
produce adhesion. 

Moreaeni, and others, dread the 
magnitude of the pedicle in diseased 
ovary ; but from what the author has 
brought forward, ‘this “ appears to 
him a phantom.” “ In Littre’s case,” 





says he, “ the pedicle was simply the 
broad ligament of the uterus.” Joun 
Hunter observes, that tumours have 
generally a pendulous attachment, | 
particularly those which are suspend- 


ed in cavities from the membranous 
surfaces which form their boundaries, 
in which opinion he is supported by 
Sir E. Home and Mr. ABernetny. 
But tumours at first small aud pendu- 
lous are almost sure to form adhe- 
sions during their growth. Where the 
tumour is suspended by a single pe- 
dicle, we think there can be no reason 
why Mr. Lizars’ operation should not 
be adopted ; but where there are ex- 
tensive adhesions, either with the peri- 
toneum, the uterus, or the rectum, fur- 
ther experience is necessary to enable 
us to decide upon its propriety. “ All 
adhesions,” the author observes,” 
should be divided by the scalpel to 
avoid contusion, and the moment the 
parietes, or viscera, are at liberty, 
they should be anointed with warm 
olive oil.” If the tumours be so large 
that a single longitudinal incision re- 
tards the operator, the author thinks 
it would be better to make a trans- 
verse one, to facilitate the separation, 
than to tear asunder the adhesions by 
the finger. To prove how diflicult, 
nay, how impossible, it is to tell whe- 
ther an ovarian tumour be adhering, 
he quotes MorGacni, who relates 
a case where the tumour so filled 
the pelvic cavity as to be quite im- 
moveable, although only fixed by a 
small pedicle. The difficulty is to 
know whether the tumour be ovarian 
or not, of which, probably, we can 
never be certain. The history of the 
case may do much, and where the 
disease is complicated with dropsy, 
paracentesis should first be performed. 
Anything approximating to success 
in the alleviation or removal of diseases 
hitherto so uncontrollable as those of 
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the ovaries, will be hailed by the in- 
telligent part of the profession’ as: 
vantage gained; and that man who 
undertakes a difficuit operation in 
order to show, practically, that the 
dangers attending abdominal surgery 
have been much overrated, deserves 
weil of his brethren; this, we think, 
Mr. Lizars has satisfactorily proved, 
and have no doubt that the operation 
will come into general use. The fatal 
termination of one case forms no ar- 
gument against it, and considéring 
that a very small wound of the perito- 
neum (e.g. by a trocar) occasionally 
proves equally fatal, we see no reasow 
why this operation should ‘not be per- 
formed by those who are competent 
to undértake it; but there are many 
ia the profession who had better em~- 
ploy themselves in some other way. 

In intus-susceptio and other cases, it 
may be equally available. 

The following objections of Saza- 
TreR are introduced in the last num- 
ber of the Archives Generales, which 
contains a translation of a great part 
of Mr. Lizars’ work. We see no 
reason to alter the opinion we have 
formed of the operation. 

* We have thonght it right to de- 
tail, at some. length, the experiments 
of Mr. Lizars. We doubt, however, 
notwithstanding the success which he 
mentions, whether his example shonld 
be followed by many persons. We 
will contine ourselves at present to a 
recapitulation of the grounds on which 
SABATIER pronounces his disapproba- 
tion of operations of this kind; it 
certainly appears to us that his opi- 
nions are not shaken by the observa- 
tions of Mr. Lizars. In the first 

the diseased ovary frequently 
adheres to all the neighbouring parts ; 
2dly, its vessels dilate in proportion 
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as it becomes so that its: 


hemorrhage ; 3dly, 

it is sometimes impossible to useertain 
with certainty, whether. the 

which we have. to encounter, is ia that 
substance or im some’ other part; 
4thiy, the two ovaries are frequently 
diseased at the same time, im which 
case two operations would be neces- 
sary instead of one; lastly, what pe- 
riod should be taken for the perform- 
anee of this operation? that in which 
the swelling commences? We are sel- 
dom apprised of this, becanse the 
patient experiences little inconve« 
nience from it: Besides, we cannot 
know whether the disease will con- 
tinue, or be limited, and become sta~ 
tionary. Is the time to be taken when 
it is already much advanced? In that 
case the size of the tumour increases 
the danger, and its adhesions, which 
may be numerous, might render the 
operation impossible.” — SaBATIER, 
Med. Operat. Edited by Dupuyrresy 
t. 2, p. 503. 





FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


ANALYSIS OF FOREIGN MEDICAL JOUR~ 
NALS. 


Experiments made with the Hyoscya+ 
mine and Atropine on the Iris, and 
on other parts of the body, to deter- 
mine which of the two Narcotics is 
to be considered the best. 


A.rnover the inflwence of: certain 
vegetable substances on the iris was 
distinctly mentioned by Prixry* and 
briefly adverted to by Crnsus,¢ the 
use of narcotics for the express pur- 
pose of dilating the pupil, preparatory 
to operation on the interior of the 
globe, is one of moderm date. We 
owe the scientific application of these 





* De rebus nataralibus, fol. 206. 
+ De medicin, cap, vii. fol. 426+ 
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agents for the elncidation of the diag- 
nosis of the diseases of the eye, to 
Professor Htntey,* of Gottingen, a 
mav who has cultivated his profession 
with great assiduity, and ranks with the 
first medical characters of his country. 
The great benefit which has been de- 
rived from the use of these substerees 
in many conditions of the eye, as iri- 
tis, prolapsus of the iris, anterior and 
posterior syuechia, and cataract ; also 
preparatory to certain operations, as 
keratonyxis and hyalonyxis, entitles 
it te be reckoned as a most important 





event in the history of Ophthalmic 
Surgery. The following experiments 


with the active principles of the bel- 


ladonna and hyoscyafhus, prepared in | 
various ways, were made by Dr, Rei- 
sexcer, of Landshut, in the early 


part of the present year, and he ex- 
presses his hope, that if any person 
should be induced to give these sub- 
stances a trial, in the way recom- 
mended by him, that they will pub- 
lish the results of their observations. 


Hyoscyamine, procured from the 
seeds of the hyoscyamus niger, was 
found by Dr. Reisexcer to exert a 
very powerful effect upon the pupil 
of cats and dogs; he says, a smail 
drop of a solution, containing one 
grain of hyoscyamine in hal? a scruple 
of distilled water, was introduced be- 
tween the lids and the surface of the | 
globe of the eye; it produced no in- 
convenience, but its effect upon the 
pupil was so striking, that at the end 
of the first hour from its introduction 
the pupillary cirenmference of the iris 
was dilated almost to the ciliary liga- 
ment, and at the end of the third hour 
the pupil appeared as large as the 
cornea itseli, without diminishing the 
power of vision or giving rise to any 





* Der practischen Angenheilkende, 
Gottingen. 4to. 1806. 





339 


diseased state. After three days the 
pupil began again to contract, and it 
was not until the sixth day that the 
iris had recovered its natural size. By 
a single drop of a solution of the ex- 
tract of hyoscyamus, made in the pro- 
portion of five grains of the extract 
to half a scruple of water, a conside- 
rable degree of irritation was pro- 
duced in the eyes of the same animal, 
which continued from five to eight 
minutes, as was clearly shown by the 
closing of the eyelids, the rubbing of 
the eyebrows with the feet, and a 
much less dilatation of the pupil, 
which, in the dogs, went off after six 
or- eight hours, and in cats after 
twenty-four. 

When from similar experiments, 
frequenily repeated, I had sufficiently 
ascertained that the solution of hyos- 
cyamine did not injure the conjunc- 
tiva by its immediate contact, nor 
occasion any permanent disturbance 
in the function of the retina, I con- 
sidered it perfectly justifiable to re- 
peat the experiment on the human 
eye, and I found that a drop of a so- 
lution, consisting of a grain of the 
extract in a drachm of distilled water, 
applied to the eye of a patient with 
cataract, who was seventy years of 
age, produced such a dilatation of the 
pupil that only a small ring of the 
iris was apparent. The pupil con- 
tinued dilated for seven days, during 
which time tbe patient could see to- 
lerably well, and not the least irrita- 
tion was produced in any part of the 
eye. Atanether time, a drop of a 
solution of four grains of the extract 
of hyoscyamus in half a scruple of 
water, applied to the same eye, pro- 
daced a considerable heat and irrita- 
tion, and only a moderate dilatation 
of the pupil after twelve hours.— 
Many experiments of the same kind 
were made, from which the same re- 
sults were uniformly obtained; but 
the following shows, in a striking 
manner, the superiority of the hyos- 
cyamine to the extract. 

In a very old patient who had cata- 
ract, astrong solution of the extract 
was used, namely, five grains to a 
scruple of water, considerable buarn- 
ing was produced, and the degree of 
dilatation of the pupil so small that it 
would have been impossible to per- 
form the operation sor keratonyxis ; 





3.10 THE LANCET. 


a single drop of the solution of the 
hyoscyamine, a grain in a scruple of 
distilled water, produced not the 
slightest pain, and so great a degree 
of dilatation of the pupil, that kerato- 
nyxis might be performed with the 
greatest readiness. The pupil con- 
tinued enlarged for seven days, during 
which time the sight was considerably 
improved. The hyoscyamine which 
is procured from the stalk and leaves 
of the plant is more irritating and 
produces less effect upon the iris than 
that which is obtained from the roots. 

The same experiments having been 
made with atropine, it was found that 
the effects were nearly like those 
observed from the hyoscyamine. The 
atropine obtained from the roots of 
the atropa belladonna, appeared to be 
very little superior in its influence on 
the iris to that which was obtained 
from the other parts of the plant. 
Both kinds of atropine acted on the 
eyes of animals very powerfully, so 
that the iris was almost reduced io 
the size of a small black circle, but 
this extreme dilatation did not conti- 
nue more than two days, whilst the 
enlargement of the pupil produced by 
the hyoscyamine continued four or five 
days. Further experiments are doubt- 
Jess necessary to determine which of 
the two substances mentioned are the 
most certain and most durable in its 
effects, but the superiority of these 
active agents of the plant over the 
extracts, or the inspissated juice, is 
placed beyond all doubt. As a com- 
parative statement of the strength of 
the two preparations, it may be ob 
served, that one grain of the atropine, 
dissolved in two scruples of distilled 
water, is tully equal to a saturated 
solution of the extract of belladonna ; 
the advantage of this is at once ob- 
vious, the introduction of a large 
quantity of a mechanical irritant is 
avoided, and the consequent irritation 
and inconvenience to the patient. 

From many experiments made on 
the eyes of dogs, pigeons, and fowls, 
it was ascertained that the hyoscya- 
mine and atropine are not only more 
decisive on their immediate applica- 
tion, but that the dilatation of the 
pupil is mere permanent than that 
produced by the use of the extracts 
of the plants. 

The form of the application of the 





narcotic base of the belladonna may 
be varied ; for example, in cases in 
which the inflammation of the con- 
junctiva is so great as to render it 
very sensitive, and if at the same 
time any internal inflammation should 
exist, the object in view may be rea- 
dily accomplished by bathing the 
parts round the orbit with a tepid 
solution of the atropine, in the pro- 
portion of one grain to the half ounce, 
or by rubbing in a portion of an oint- 
ment contain ng a small quantity of 
the atropine on the brow. In cases 
in which the conjunctiva is not in- 
flamed, and where it is wished to pro- 
cure a speedy dilatation of the pupil 
before performing the operation of 
keratonyxis, a drop of the eolation, in 
the proportion of a grain to half a 
scruple of distilled water, will effec- 
tually accomplish it. 

It has been recommended by Kopp, 
in the Observations on the Practice 
of Medicine, in 1821, to intredace 
the extract of hyoscyamus as a sup- 
pository into the rectum, previous to 
the performance of the operation for 
fistule in perinwo, in order to relax 
the sphincter ani; he also recom- 
mended it to be used in the form of 
an injection for removing the spas- 
modie contraction of the rectum, as 
well as in the form of an oint- 
ment, to be applied to the mouth of 
the uterus, to facilitate the expan- 
sion of the os tinca. He advised these 
measures from having observed the 
marked effect of these substances upon 
the iris, but instead of using the ex- 
tracts, it is better to employ the atro- 
pine and hyoscyamine, and at any 
rate it is very preferable to use these 
substances rather than opium, which 
produces so much irritation on the 
mucous membranes. Whether the in- 
ternal use of these remedies is attend- 
ed with mach advantage over the form 
of extract is not yet determined, but 
if analogical reasoning can be admit- 
ted, I think, from experiments made 
on dogs, that their internal use in 
spasmodic affections is preferable to 
the use of opium. 

The experiments made by Dr. Ret- 
SINGER on this subject are few; the 
following are the principal : 

A dog, ten months old, swallowed 
in the morning a grain of atropine, 
obtained from the roots of the piant ; 
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in half an hour the ears and tail be- 
gan to hang down, the dog became 
inactive, surly, and sleepy; the pupils 
were dilated, but moderately. Abont 
the middle of the day the dog began 
to recover and to show an inclination 
for feod, bat at one o'clock the ani- 
mal showed many signs of uneasiness, 
moved frequently, stretched itself out 
on the ground, and slept now and 
then. Prostration of strength fol- 
lowed, and the power of vision was 
lost, as was evident from the dog 
falling over every thing in its way. 
The body was every where soft and 
relaxed ; pressure appeared to give 
no pain, I concluded that the moan- 
ing was owing to the loss of sight. At 
two I ordered that the dog should 
have some vinegar and water, with 
plenty of butter, but the improve- 
ment was not great; the animal 
groaned, the nose was quite dry, the 
pupil dilated, and the palpitation of 
the heart strong and extended. The 
urine and feces passed off in the usual 
way. At half-past three a vomiting of 
the undigested food took piace ; at five 
the improvement was very conside- 
rable; aud at seven the dog appeared 
to be restored to health. 

Another dog, just of the same age, 
swallowed, at the same time as the 
last, a grain of the extract of bella- 
donna; in half an hour the symp- 
toms shown were just the same as 
those shown by the former dog ; went 
through almost the same changes, and 
in three hours was perfectly recover- 
ed. The same doses of atropine and 
hyoscyamine on some half grown rab- 
bits, but the effect produced was very 
trifling, and from several experiments 
which I made, I have come to the 
conclusion, that these animals are 
very insensible to these substances, 
whether externally or internally em- 
an age On cats, on the contrary, 
e of the narcotic bases exeris a 
considerable iufluence; a very small 
bit of atropine was put into the mouth 
of a cat; ina very short time a plen- 
tiful secretion of saliva ensued; the 
animal began to masticate with great 
force, which soon caused a plenty of 
froth to appear at the month, and in 
the intervals to lop out its tongue, and 
afterwards to show great signs of re- 
laxation and debility. From these 
circumstances, taken conjointly, such 


inferences were drawn as we have 
before mentioned. 


ON THE ‘DISEASES OF THE 
TESTICLE. 


Traité des Matadies Chirurgicals et des 

Operations que leur conviennent. Par 

. Le Baron Boyer. Tome X. 

1825. 

In the 10th volume of Bover’s excel- 
lent work on Surgical Diseases, which 
has just appeared, we tind the follow- 
ing observations on the diseases of 
the testicle, which we deem worthy of 
a nitch in our pages. 

After having described the nume- 
rous symptoms which sarcocele of the 
testicle presents during its progress, 
the author avows that it is easy in 
general to distinguish this disease 
trom others which affect the scro- 
tum; it is not, however, very easy 
to distinguish whether an enlarge- 
ment of the testicle is a sarcocele, 
or a simple chronic induration. It 
has been often observed, that tumours 
which have not been considered as 
cancerous, have extended themselves 
as true cancers, whilst others, which 
have been deemed really cancerous, 
have been cured without recourse to 
an operation. The diagnosis of sar- 
cocele, observes Baron Boyer, is less 
difficult when the tumour is recent ; 
indolent, when it occurs after a blow, 
or from any other external violence, 
when the spermatic cord is healthy, 
and by a careful examination of the 
belly, one cannot discover any trace 
of swelling or en!argement, aud when 
the patient does not complain of any 
pain in the region of the loins. The 
contrary circumstances lead toa da- 
bious prognosis. When there is any 
uncertainty in the diagnosis, when the 
sarcocele is in its early stage, the 
treatment ought to consist of mode- 
rate bleedings by leeches from the 
part, followed by topical measures, 
as the application of mercurial pre- 
parations, &c. Bat when the symp- 
toms before negatively descri are 
present, then, says Boyer, the em- 
ployment of the most skilful therapeia 
are useless, and the operation ought 
not to be deferred. We cannot, how- 
ever, pass over this remark, without 
adding, that however great our re- 








for Boyer may be, as far as} 
diagnosis is concerned, and we be- | 
lieve him to be very skilfal in this re- 
spect, we think that he has been re- 
miss in not advising the more fre- | 
uent application of leeches and tepid 
omentations. We haveoften had oc- 
casion to observe the good efiects of | 
this mode of treatment, especially 
when combived with the internal ad- 
ministration of calomel, and with rest 
in the recumbent posture. Many a 
testicle have we seen lopped off at 
three strokes of the knife, because it 
Was pronounced scirrhous, which the 
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TRANSFUSION, 


Or Blood taken froma Man and inject- 
ed into the Feius of a Woman, whe 
was dying of Hemorrhuge. 


Tits operation was performed about 
three weeks since, under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Bronpets, Lecturer on 
Physiology and Midwifery at Guy's 
Hospital. 

A poor woman, about 25 years of 
age, was attended, wiiilst in labour, 
by Mr. Waller, of Aldersgaic-street. 
Nothing particular ocenrred during 


| the labour, but after the birth of the 


dissection of the part has proved to | child and expulsion of the placenta, 
be otherwise, and which a treatment | the womb did not properly contract, 
similar to that which we have now | and dering the absence of the medi- 
recommended would have entirely | cal attendant flooding occurred to an 
removed. |alarming extent. When visited by 

Among the different tumours impro-| Mr. W., the. patient’s pulse, at the 
perly included under the generic | wrist, was scarcely perceptible, in- 
term sarcocele, the author has dis-| deed, at times, it could not be felt; 
tinguished one remarkable for its vo- | the lips and face were of a pallid, or 
luminons size, and which has its seat | death-tike hue, and in a word, the 
in the cellular tissue of the scrotem. taper of life was bat faintly glimmer- 
The history which he has given of the inz. 


disease proves his industry and re- | 
search ; for be has cited every case of 
the kind which has been recorded | 
from Dionis to the present time, and | 
from the recorded cases, joined to 
such as have come under his own ob- 
servations, he has drawn the following 
conclusions : 

Ist, That the enormous tamours 
which develope themsetves in the scro- 
tom have not their seat in the testi-| 
cle, and are not true sarcoceles, but | 
that they are formed by the gradual) 
and successive deposition of albumen) 
in the cellular tissue of the scrotum ; 
that the testicles themselves are not 
in these cases ordinarily affected, but 
that if they be so, it is in consequence 
ovly of the volome and mechanical 
pressure of the tamonr, which some- 
times reduces the testicle to a state 
of atrophy. 

Qdly, That such tumours are not 
capable of a degenerescence cancerense ; 
that they exert no prejudicial infiu- | 
ence on the animal economy, and that 
they cause no further inconvenience | 


Under these circumstances, it oce 
curred to Mr. Waller that the opera- 
tion of transfusion would be a mta- 
sure to rescne the patient from her 
perilons sitnation. 

Dr. BLunpert. was sent for, and 
upon his arrival he found the patient 


| had somewhat rallied ; in conseqnence 


of which he deenied it better to de-, 
lay the performance of the operation, 
for, as Dr. B. observed to his pupils, 
this operation is only justifiable in ex- 
treme and otherwise desperate cases. 
After waiting an hour the patient be- 
came worse; she vomited and was 
exceedingly restiess, which may al- 
ways be regarded as a very bad symp- 
tom ; the pulse at the wrist was flut- 
tering, and occasionally not to be felt, 
and there was that pecnliar expres- 
sion of countenance which can scarce- 


|ly be described; it may be called 
“* death in the face.” It did not ap- 


pear proper to delay the operation, 
which was therefore commenced as 
follows :— 

The cephalic vein of the right arm 


than such as results from their enor- was laid bare, to the extent of about 
meus volume and weight. jan inch, and a blant-pointed bent 
_ Sdly, That after their removal, there | needie was passed under the vein, at 
1s nothing to apprehend as far as re-| the lower part of the opening, so as to 
guds s return of the complaint, as| prevent the efflux of blood. The hus- 
ater the eatipation of sarcecele. = of the patient, a robust, healthy 
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young man, was now called in, and 
two ounces of blood were taken, in a 
full stream, from his arm, and _ re- 
ceived into a conical glass tumbler. 
Aa opening of about § of an inch was 
made in the vein of the patient, and 
by means of a syringe and tabe the 
bleed abstracted from the husband 
was somewhat slowly thrown in, to- 
wards the heart. No very obvious 
effects. were from this sup- 
ply of vital. fluid, and after a panse 
of one or two minutes, two other 
ounces of blood were thrown in; soon 
after this the pulse at the wrist inter- 
mitted, and there was slight restless- 
ness, or rather desire to change pos- 
tere, but these symptoms passed 
away in the space of two or three 
minutes. In consequence of the oc- 
currence of these symptoms, it was 
deemed prudent to wait awhile; aud 
after a lapse of five or ten minvtes the 
patient was evidently rallying. 

From this period the patient went 
on improving, and had not a single 
bad symptom which could be attribut- 
able to the operation; the fanctions of 
respiration, circulation, and of the 
chylopoetic viscera, were daly per- 
formed ; the temperature of the sur- 
face of the body was of the natural 
standard ; neither was there any sub- 
sequent affection of the sensorium, 
which Dr. BronpeLt has knowi to 
occur in some cases after the opera- 
tion of transfusion. 

The syringe employed was of brass, 
and well tinned on the inside ; to the 
mouth ofthe syringe a pipe was fixed, 
of abont two inches in length, of the 
size of a crow’s quill, shaped like a 
pen at the end, bat with a blant 
point. 

Before the blood was thrown into 
the vein of the patient, all air was 
carefnliy expelied from the syringe, 
by placing the mouth upwards and 
pushing up the piston until the blood 
appeared at the end ofthe tube atiach- 
ed to the syrince. 

Dr. Buonpei. observed, this case 
demonstrated, beyond ail cavil, that 
the blood of a man may be injected, 
by means of a syringe, into the veins 
of a woman exceedingly reduced from 
hemorrhage, without causing death. 
Whether the syncope which eecurred 
atter the injection of the blood was 
the result of the operation, or of the 





previous lwemorrhage, may be dis- 
puted; and admitting the syncope to 
be the result of transfusion, we should 
be no more justified in rejecting the 
operation on this account than in re- 
fasing to employ the lancet in other 
cases, because it oceasionally produces 
syncope. 

As only four ounces of blood were 
injected, Dr. BLunvets admitted, thet 
it might fairly be questioned by some, 
whether the supply of so small a 
quantity of blood really saved the pa- 
tient: The Doctor, however, (and he 
has seen a great deal of hamorrhage,) 
is decidedly of opinion, that this time- 
lv sepply of vital fleid turned the scale 
in the patient's favour, and reseued 
her from death. 

(This case was related by Dr. B. iu 
one of his Lectuves.} 


ROYAL METROPOLITAN IN- 


FIRMARY ror CHILDREN. 
(From a Correspondent.) 


We should not have taken any notice 
ot the transactions at tiis Institution, 
were there not a question of consider- 
able inyportance to the bulk of the 
medical profession connected with 
them, viz. how far general practition- 
ers are eligible to be elected Surgeons 
to public establishments. A vacancy 
of Surgeon to the central station of 
this Society occurred lately by the 
resignation of Mr. Hurcninson. In 
the present crowded state of the me- 
dicai world, there could be no dearth 
of candidates. Three started. The 
law as to qualification was simply this, 
all candidates should be Members of the 
Royal College of Surgeons. Nothing 
more was speeified, nothing was said 
as to general praeiitioners; nay, one 
of the surgeons was a general prac- 
titioner, and is so at the present day. 
But it appears Mr. Mowry, another 
of the surgeons, is “a pure surgeon,” 
aud hasa_ holy horror of pesties and 
mortars, and of all those who touch 
such unclean things. Of this gentie- 
man we, in common with the rest of 
the profession, know nothing. He 
has, to the best of our knowledge, 
never appeared before the publie, ex- 
cept as connected with the late me- 
lancholy. transactions at St. George’s 
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Hospital, where he was one of those | were admitted candidates. The elec- 
persons who professed themselves | tion took place on the Ist of Septem- 
warm admirers of the application of | ber. The Secretary objected in li- 
a tight bandage to an iuflamed | mine to the proceedings, on the ground 
knee-joint! However, Mr. Money | that one of the bye-laws had been ne- 
exerted himself most manfully, and | glected. But as the Meeting was 
the consequence was, when the three | unanimously of opinion, that if there 
candidates presented themselves to was any law violated, such violation 
the Committee of Management to be | was entirely owing to the conduct of 
admitted to canvass, two were re- | the Secretary, the ballot commenced ; 
jected,* and one only allowed. By at its close Mr. TwrrppaLe was de- 
this means, Mr. Money and his fol-;}clared to be daly elected by a ma- 
lowers not only gained their point, | jority of 124. Should the discomfited 


the rejection of the profane vulgar, 
the general practitioners, but also ac- 
i the whole patronage of the 
tity. For, if only one gentieman 

is admitted a candidate, although he 
may perform the farce of canvassing, 
and although a general meeting may 
be called to choose a surgeon, yet it 
is very evident, that in point of fact, 
the vacancy is filled, not by the Go- 
vernors at large, but by the Commit- 
tee. We presume it was in conse- 
=— of these or similar reasons, 
t a special general meeting was 
called on the 22d of August, to take 
into consideration the proccedings of 
the Directing Committee. At this 
meeting, the friends of the rejected 
candidates stated, that they had con- 
sulted Sir Astitey Coopgr, Sir Eve- 
RARD Home, Sir Gitpert BLANE, 
Mr. Cine, and Mr. Bropir, who had 
all given as their opinion, that gene- 
ral practitioners were admissible to 
public appointments, where no pre- 
vious prohibitive law existed, An 


official Jetter from the President of 


the College of Surgeons was read, 
expressly deciaring ‘‘ all members 
of the Coliege to be eligible to all sur- 
gical situations.” Again, on the 
other hand, it was mentioned by 
Mr. Rossex, the Honorary Secre- 
tary, that he had also consulted the 
Members of the Court of Assistants, 
whether as a body, or individually, we 
could not collect, but he declined 
reading the answers, giving as a rea- 
son, his fear ‘‘ lest they should find 
their way into a certain periodical 
libellous medical publication.” The 
result of the Meeting was, that the 
proceedings of the Committee were 
reversed, and ail the three gentlemen 


_ — 


* Because they practised pharmacy. 


| party not remain at rest after their de- 
teat, we shall have an opportunity of 
favouring our readers with some spe- 
cimens of Mr. Money’s eloquence, 
which is at once original and amusing. 





BYE-LAW OF THE COLLEGE 
OF SURGEONS. 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


Sir,—The encouragement which 
|your columns have ever prompily 
| given to the propagation of useful 
knowledge, induces me te believe that 
| you will not be unwilling to submit 
| the following observations to the or- 
deal of public consideration. It would 
hardly be credited, but for the accom- 
| panying documents, that at a period 
| prondly characterised by the advance 
of intellect, scarcely eighteen months 
| have passed ever an enactment by 
which a monopoly of instruction has 
| been attempted by a body of gentle- 
men, supposed to represent a con- 
siderable division of a profession 
ycleped “ liberal.” The Court of Ex- 
aminers of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons, with most admired self compla- 
cence, “ together with all forms, 
modes, shows of law that can denote 
them truly,” have come to a resolu- 
tion, that they will not recognize, as 
teachers of anatomy, any surgeons who 
are not attached to certain hospitals. 
Now the attachment of these said 
gentlemen themselves to said certain 
hospitals being (in more than one 
seuse) of most easy demonstration, 
the corollary of the monopoly is of 
equally facile deduction. 


*« Vet thanks we must them con 


That they are thieves professed, that 
they work not 
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{n holier shapes ; for there is bound- 
less theft 
In limited professions !” 
Tim. of Athens. 


I will not, sir, so far insult the nn- 
derstanding, or so unnecessarily tres- 
pass on the attention of your readers, 
as to dwell on the injustice of a regu- 
lation which shuts the door on all 
talent that has not paid heavy dues 
of entrance to a certain Junto, which, 
instead of inviting to protection and! 
encouragement distressed genius or 
penurious industry, dares refuse the 
sanctuary of science to all profane 
ones who may be unwilling, or unable, 
to purchase doctrine of this goodly 
oligarchy. But not here, sir, have 
these worthies (‘* for they are all) 
honourable men’’) stayed the pre- 
sumption of their speculations. They 
have in many instances attempted, 
and in more than one succeeded in 
refusing to recognize established 
teachers by a retrospective agency of 
their legislation. It cannot, indeed, 
be denied, that the increasing pressure 
of public reprobation at length forced 
them to admit Mr. Brookes, Mr.Grain- 
ger, and perhaps others, within the 
sacred precincts of tuition; but it 
must be conceded, on the other hand, 
that many with claims not less just, 
but with less influence, have been 
most wrongfully excladed. This fact 
is now fully established, and will be 
soon generally known and felt. It 
may, indeed, be stated in a few words, 
that unless the candidate for a diplo- 
ma has received (or at least paid the 
purchase-money of) his anatomy at 
the royal shop, no matter what may 
be his competency or acquirement, 
he is not admitted to examination by 
this august corpotation.—‘ Fie on’t! 
O fie!” Are these obsolete seniors 
deat to the rising murmur of indigna- 
tion, or has it been wisely fated that 
they shall hug their gains in uncon- 
scious security till the storm of exe- 
cration burst on them in full and ef- 
fective retribution ? 

In a list, however, of names that 
includes an Abernethy and a Cooper, 
we are compelled to hope that enact- 
ments of such injurious tendency have 
not been made without their most 
zealous opposition. Report, indeed, 
speaks loudly of schisms and divided 





councils, and the liberal of our pro- 
fession may yet cherish the idea, that 
amongst these favoured sons of science 
there have not been wanting some, at 
least, whose gratitude has openly pro- 
tested against so gross a desecration 
of her temple. It requires, sir, a re- 
trograde movement of some centuries 
to appreciate the excellence of this 
new BYe-LAw of the college. How 
can we now, indeed, with the vitiated 
palate of modern improvement, catch 
the exquisite but simple savour of 
legislation by which it is characte- 
rised. I should venture to doubt, 
whether the Almanach des Gour- 
mands, with all its practical manage. 
ment, of its gustatory nerves, or the 
peptic precepts of Kitchener, could 
convert to palatable food, or fit for 
digestion, such a singular production, 

The spirit of the document not 
being too subtle for transmission, its 
form and body have been also adopt- 
ed by a twin corporation, and is said 
to be much as follows :— 


“ Royal College of Barbers.—The 
Court of Examiners, in pursuance of 
their duty to promote the preparation 
of sound bear’s grease and easy shav- 
ing soap, and to discountenance all 
practices which have a contrary ten- 
dency, have resolved,— 

“ That from and after the date 
hereof, the only shops licensed for 
the preparation and sale of the said 
articles shall be those which are now 
kept by themselves. 

** That all candidates for the di- 
ploma of shaving will be required to 
produce, prior to examination, certi- 
ficates of having used, at least six 
years, the royal grease and easy 
shaving soap, &c. &c. 

* The above rules to be observed 
by all hair-dressers, barber-surgeons, 
valets, and shavers in any service, 

By order, 
|. Hippolyte, Secretary.” 


Perhaps, sir, instead of repealing 
the obnoxious bye-law, the College of 
Surgeons has been fully occupied in 
framing an excuse for the long period 
of the year during which the Hunte- 
rian Museum is closed, or achieving 
an explanation of their plan for ren- 
dering it nearly useless when open, 
notwithstanding the kind and com- 
municative attention of the conserva- 
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tor, Mr. Crier. Perhaps, too, they 
may have been engrossed in justifying 
themselves for compelling the great 
body of the profession to enter the 
Mausoleum of Hunter by a back -door 
in Portugal-street, while they have 
reserved for themselves the portal in 
Lincoln’s-Inn Fields ; but enough of 
these, Mr. Editor. 

If, in my animadversions on the con- 
scientious junto, I have encountered 
them with more than gentle violence 
or playful attack, it has not been 
without a well-assured belief in their 

wers of resistance, who have 

itherto defied equally the shaft of 
ridicule and the force of reason, and 
have been alike untouched by indig- 
nation or contempt. Their shield is 
indeed like the shield of Acbilles. 


* Impenetrable chains 
Secure the temper of ethereal arms.” 


The javelin of Ancas could not pierce 
through gold. 


May it not be hoped that the wis- 
dom of Parliament, after examining 
the funds of the College and their 
distribution, may find reason to re- 
scind powers so grossly abused, and 
transfer them to tie New University. 

Mepico Junius. 

Sept. 4th, 1825. 





HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


Preternatural Abdominal Pulsation. 


Mary Kirkham, tat. 32, was ad- 
mitted into the hospital, August 3, 
under the care of Mr. MorGAn ; she 
had been for some time an out-pa- 
tient. She is a woman of spare 
habit, not unhealthy in appearance, 
there is no lividity of complexion, or 
anxiety of countenance, and her cata- 
menia are regular in their appearance. 
The patient stated, that abont four 
years since she was attacked with 
pain in the chest, (which she described 
as astabbing pain,) and with violent 
puisations at the pit of the stomach, 
the heart at the same time palpitating 
strongly. Having used strong exer- 
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} tien previous to the attack, she im- 


putes her complaint to that circum- 
stance, 

The pulsations of the abdominal 
aorta at the epigastric region are very 
forcible, and indeed violent upon 
using any muscalar exertion. 

There is no pereeptible tumour or 
swelling in any part of the abdomen, 
which might lead to the inference of 
the pulsation being dependent upon 
disease of the aorta at this Ng 

The patient is often disturbed with 
frightful dreams and she is exceed- 
ingly sensitive; she says that the beat- 
ing is always increased if she partakes 
of solid food. Venesection always 
affords temporary relief; on the day 
after her admission iato the hospital 
eight ounces of blood were abstracted 
from the arm, and a few days after, 
complaining of pain in the side, she 
was cupped, 

Sept. Ist. The patient was seen by 
Sir A. Cooper to-day, who expressed 
his opinion that the pulsation did not 
arise trom aneurism of the abdominal 
aorta, but was the effect of preterna- 








* Dr. Baillie states in the Transac- 
tions of the College of Physicians, 
vol. iv. p. 271,—“* From a good deal 
of experience upon this subject, Lam 
enabled to say that the increased pul- 
sation of the aorta in the epigastric 
region very rarely depends upon any 
disease of the aorta itself. In the 
whole course of my medical expe- 
rience, I recollect but one instance in 
which the pulsation depended napon 
an anevrismal swelling of the.artery.”’ 
The pulsations are synchronous with 
the beats of the heart, and nearly so 
with the pulse at the wrist; upon ap- 
plying the hand ever the cardiac re- 
gion the pulsations of the heart ap- 
pear diffused, or if we may adopt such 
an expression, the heart beats over a 
large surface. When the patient is in 
a recumbent posture, and has rested 
for some time, the pulse at the wrist 
is 86 and regular, bat if desired to 
walk down the ward, the pulse in- 
creases to 120, then the pulsations of 
the heart, and of the aorta in the epi- 
gastric region are traly violent, and 
the carotids may be seen forcibiy 
beating, the respiration at the same 
time is hurried and some what difficult. 
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tural action of the heart. A French, 
surgeon who was in company with Sir 
A. examined the patient, shrugged up| 
his shoulders ot said “ Maladie du} 
ceur.” The patient was ordered to| 
be bled occasionally, oniy to the) 
amount of four ounces, and to take, | 
three times a-day, 

Tincture of Digitalis, 15 drops, 

Tincture of Muriate of fron, 15 drops, | 

Mint Water, 14 ounces. 


8th. The symptoms continue much | 
the same, the bleeding was repeated | 
yesterday, and as usnal afforded tran- | 
sient relief. The patient expresses a! 
wish to leave in consequence of some | 
domestic affairs, so that we shall be 
prevented from observing the ctfects | 
of dig‘talis combined with iron and | 
small occasional bleedings. 


Case of Rupia. 


One of the most severe cases of this 
disease we ever remember to have | 
witnessed is at this time ia the hospi- | 
tal under the care of Mr. Key. The 
patient was admitied, August 17th, 
she is a married woman, the mother | 
of several children, and about 28 years | 
ofage. At the time of admission she | 
stated, that she had been labouring 


under this eruptive disease about} 
three weeks ; that it first commenced 
in the legs, and then appeared on the 
thighs, and that she had pains in the 
legs previous to the appearance of 


the eruption. These paius were in- 
creased by warmth. It is proper 
also to state, that before the erup- 
tions appeared she had been for some 
time out of health, as she states, with 
cough and spitting. The patient has 
beeu repeatedly questioned as to whe- 
ther she has at any period laboured 
under any venereal affection, this she 
positively denies ; aud from the man- 
ner in which her replies are given, we 
are not inclined to doubt the accuracy 
of her assertions. She applied to a 
medical practitioner, after the appear- 
ance of the eruptions, who gave her 
pills to take, but she says that they did 
not make her mouth sore, and she has 
never had a sore throat. 

The eruption is situated on the legs, 
thighs, arms and face, (the body being 
tree.) At the time of admission, in s me 
parts, there were large flat vesicles, 
not confluent, and with a slight ring 





smeil. 
| ihe disease since the patient's admis- 
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of inflammation around their bases; 
these vesicles were filled with a milky 
finid, and in some parts the vesicles 
appeared to have broken, and were 
covered with irregular brown scabs, 
from under which issned a thin bloody 
discharge of an exceedingly offensive 
This has been the progress of 


sion, the vesicles have all been broken 
and scabs have formed upon their sur- 
face, on the face assuming the conical 
figure of the rupia prominens. The 
patient is in a state of extreme debility 
and emaciation, with a small quick 
pulse, and the irritation of the sores 
prevents her from obtaining rest. 
‘The catamenia have been suppressed 
for several months, 

Aug. 18th. The patient was seen 
by Sir A. Coorrnr to-day, who de- 
clared the disease to be syphilitic, 
notwithstanding the patient’s assertion 
that she never had any primary affec- 
tion. Sir A. astounded the “ young 
ones,”’ by expressing an opinion that 
syphilis might be communicated to 
the female, by means of the male se- 
men, even when all primary symptoms 
Shall have disappeared ia the male; 
and in proof of this doctrine, Sir A. 
related a case in which a gentleman 
had a sore on the penis a few months 
before marriage, which ulcer was 
healed by local applications; about 
three months after marriage, both 
himself and the lady had a venereal 
sore throat, and venereal eruptions, 
which were cured by taking mercury. 

The poor woman in the present 
case was directed to take quicksilver 
with chalk, five grains, every night, 
and decoction of sarsaparilla, with ex- 
tract of ditto, three times-a-day. 

20th. In consequence of the bowels 
being much disturbed by the mercu- 
rial, one grain of opiom and three 
grains of quicksilver and chalk were 
given. Since this period the bowels 
have been sv much disturbed, that it 
has been necessary to withhold en- 
tirely the exhibition of mercury, and 
the following powders were pre- 
scribed : 

Sursaparilla, 2 scruples, 

Opium, 1 grain, 
to be taken twice a-day. The patient 
takes half a pint of port wine daily, 
and nutritions diet. 

There has been no formation of fresh 
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vesicles since the patient's admission, 
hut the scabs fall off and leave foul un- 
healthy ulcers, the discharge from 
which is thin and very offensive, and 
up to the 10th of September, there is 
no amendment in this case, 


BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


Case of Sloughing Phogid:na. 

Elizabeth Woodyear, «tat. 20, was 
admitted into Patience Ward, Thurs- 
day, Sept. Ist, with a sloughing pha- 
gedena. Through some negligence no 
attention was paid to the case till the 
next day (Friday,) at one o'clock, 
wher Mr. LAWRENCE saw her.* 

2d. On approaching the bed of 
this poor girl, a most peculiar unplea- 
sant feetid smell assailed the nose, 
evidently denoting the nature of the 
disease, On examination, a large 
sloughing ulcer, much bigger than a 
saucer, was seen affecting the left la- 
bium and thigh, and extending to the 
nates. The greater and central por- 
tion of the ulcer, being occupied by 
a large black slough, covering several 
square inches, and extending deeply 
inward. 

Qn separating the right labiom 
from the thigh, a similar slough was 
observed, but not much larger than a 
crown piece. The edges of the sore 
having that angry brownich red ap- 

eavance that is generally met with 
in phagedenic ulcer; the left labium 
is very much swollen, and, together 
with the parts surrounding the ulcer, 
much inflamed, and of a deep red co- 
lonr. In consequence of the pain 
produced by handling, we had not an 
opportanity of observing closely the 
state of the parts. From the giri’s 
account, it appears the disease has 
existed for three weeks, and com- 
menced by severe febrile disorder, 
pain in the head, limbs, &c. She was 
not aware of the existence of the ulcer 


* The gentleman who admitted this 
patient appears to labour under a 
great degree of ignorance, or, to say 
the least of it, unenviable apathy, in 
allowing such an unfortunate object 
of distress to remain twenty-four 
hours, in a situation so lamentable and 
perilous, * uncared tor and anpitied.” 





antil several days subsequent to its 
formation, consequently we can ob- 
tain no account of the manner in 
which it first appeared. It has beer 
so very painful as to deprive her of 
sleep for the last fortnight. She is of 
a plethoric habit; her tace flashed ; 
tongue dry, and covered with a thick 
white far; pulse 120, frequent, small, 
and soft; respiration burried, and 
skin hot, and covered with perspira- 
tion*. The patient was desired to be 
removed to Watts’ Ward, where she 
could be placed in a —— room, 
the smell being so very offensive to the 
other patients, and to have the strong 
nitric acid applied to every part of 
the sloughing surface. Mr. Law- 
RENCE nses this remedy in almost 
every case of phagedena, and has in- 
variably found it successful. He ob- 
served he had never seen it applied 
in so severe a case as the present; 
but as such success attended its ap- 
plication in minor cases, and as any 
other mode of treatment would be 
very doubtful, he thought it best to 
give it atrial. In a case at present 
in the hospital, the labia had sloughed, 
and great fears were entertained of 
the girl’s recovery, but the acid 
stopped the disease. He thinks that 
in general one application of the acid 
is sufficient, if applied to every part 
of the sore; one part of the treat- 
ment, namely, the application of dry 
lint alone, after the application of the 
acid, he considers indispensable; 
poultices he considers injurious. In 
the present case, the acid having been 
applied by a dossil of lint wrapped 
round a small piece of stick. Sixty 
drops of laudanum were given. She 
was ordered eight ounces of wine, 
and unless the pain was decidedly 
relieved, a fuil dose of opium. 

Evening. She has been quite free 
from pain since the application, and 
says she feels much better ; pulse 120; 
skin hot and moist; ordered house 
physic. 





* Mr. Lawrence remarked, that 
this was not exactly a case of phage- 
dena, althongh the edges of the ulcer 
had that character. He rather thought 
it had originally been that disease, 
and, in consequence of neglect, had 
taken on sloughing, 
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3d. Passed a comfertable night ; 
feels no pain; pulse 110 ; tongue quite 
moist, but brownish; bowels open; 
seems decidedly better; the appear- 
ance of the ulcer is the same. 
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| applied to correct the feetor. In the 
evening she had wine ordered. 

8th. Is much the same to-day ; 
continues the wine and sulphate of 
quinine. 


4th. Passed a very bad night;| 9th. Was seen by Mr. Lawrence, 
pulse 120, quick, and small; tongue | who thonght her better; tongue is 
moist, and covered with a brown fur; , clean; pulse frequent and small; bow- 
bowels open; the face is hot and els regular. Mr. L. said, the ulcer 
finshed. In consequence of the con- | appeared fo be in a state in which the 
tinuance of the sloughing process, | re-application of the acid might be 
Mr. L. ordered the acid to be re-ap- beneficial, the slough having now so 
plied, and the dead parts to be sepa- | far separated, that the acid could 
rated, in order to apply it more ef- | touch the living parts. The poultice 


fectually. 

5th. Had a good night ; slept well, 
pulse 105; appears better. 

Evening. Has slept a good deal dur- 
ing the day ; has been free from pain; 
the bowels open, and the motions of 
a dark colour, and offensive ; being 
asleep did not feel the pulse; has a 
pint of wine in the day. 

Gth. Passed a very bad night; did 
not sleep ; suilering great pain ; pulse 
130; tongue dry, with a brown fur; 
has diarrhea; the stools pass invo 
Juntarily; ordercd the mist. crete, 
with aromatic confection. 

Evening. 
the day ; pulse 145; tongue as usual; 
extremities cold; had a 
warm water placed to her feet ; the 
wine omitted, and the saline medicine 
given. 


Wednesday, Sept. 7. Passed a 
very comfortable night; says she is 
much better. Her countenance has 
lost that fol! ronnd form ; her features 
are now sharp, attended with a look 
of great anxiety. The pulse is feeble 
and frequent, tongue moist and co- 
vered with a brown fur. The diar- 
rhea has now ceased. The ulcer re- 


Slept the greater part of 


bottle of 


|has not at all corrected the feetor. 
| The acid was ordered to be reapplied. 
| Evening. Remains much the same ; 
| the acid has been applied, but she 
|did not feel any pain from its nse. 
She is taking the sulphate of quinine 
as before, and a pint of wine daily. 
She has dozed the greater part of the 
| day. 
10th. She says she is better, but 
appears to be sinking; pulse 140, 
small and thready ; tongue moist, but 
slightly fnrred, with cold clammy per- 
spirations. 
Evening. Appears in the same 
state; still says she is better. She 
died at six o'clock on Sunday morn- 
ing. The usual notice was sent to the 
| beadles to remove the body, but at 
two o'clock it still remained in the 
ward, to the great detriment of the 
patients. How the beadles can be al- 
iowed to neglect their duty in sucha 
shamefal manner is to us perfectly 
unaccountable. The abominable stench 
was such, that it was perceptible long 
before entering the ward; what must 
have been its effects on the patients ? 
We learn it is not unusual tor these 
effective gentlemen to act in this man- 
ner. 


mains much in the same state, except | 
where part of the slough has been | 


thrown off, which surface, about the 
size of a nut, looks healthy. 


upper part, towards the mons veneris, 
the skin having there a greenish cast, 
similar to that in ecchymosis. Since 
Jat night she has taken *i. of the ef- 
fervescing mixture, with >i. of nitric 
wther every four hours. This was 
diseontinued, and the patient ordered 
by Mr. Lawrence to take two grains 


of sulphate of quinine every six hours, | 
and to have the cataplasm:a carbonis | 


It ap- | 
pears as if inclined to spread at the | 


Case of Strangulated Abdominal 
Hernia, 


John Choaks, xtat. 24, was admit- 
ted into Luke’s Ward, Friday, Sep- 
tember 2d, at 12 o'clock, with a small 
scrotal hernia. From his own ac- 
count, it appears the hernia has been 
congenital, but always reducible till 
yesterday at four o'clock, when, as he 
was carrying a heavy load, a fresh 
descent took place. He applied to a 
medical man, who bled him, and re- 
duced the hernia ; an hour afterwards 





he had a stool, but having nausea, 
frequent vomiting, and hiccup, was 
bronght to the Hospital. When we 
first saw him, he complained of great 
nansea, and. of severe pain in the 
epigastric region; had hiceup ; pres- 
sure on the abdomen produced severe 

in; the scrotum appeared red and 
oflamed ; the pulse 100, quick and 
small ; tongue furred, and has had no 
evacuation from the bowels since five 
o'clock last night. Mr. Vincent or- 
dered him to be put into the warm 
bath, in which the taxis was used 
with apparent success. In a short 
time the hernia was again protruded. 
One peculiar circumstance in this 
case is, that the symptoms were net 
alleviated by the reduction, nor did 
the state of the tumour appear to 
bear any proportion to the symptoms. 
The stricture did not seem to be at 
the internal ring, for when reduced, 
no swelling nor enlargement could be 
observed in the line of the inguinal 
canal. He was ordered the effer- 
vescing mixture, with 3i. of sulphate 
of magnesia, to be taken every six 
hours, and to have a glyster of house 
physic and warm water injected ; 
half an hour after, it was ejected, 
coloured with faces. 

Evening. Symptoms not diminish- 
ed, but rather increased ; pulse 120, 
quick and small ; complains of great 
pain in the abdomen, especially on 
the left side. No evacuation from the 
bowels ; was ordered a dose of calo- 
mel and jalap, which he vomited 
shortly afterwards ; an enema of soft 
soap injected, and had 3ss. of castor 
oil given him, which remained upon 
his stomach, but produced no stool. 
At nine o’clock, Mr. Vincent saw him, 
and thought, that as the hernia was 
reducible without alleviation of the 
symptoms, they must arise from some 
abdominal inilammation. Ordered 
V.S. ad sxvi.; 24 leeches to the 
lower part of the abdomen, and half 
an ounce of castor oil, which was to 
be repeated in case the bowels were 
not acted upon. 

3d. Passed a very restless night, 
slept little or notatall; pulse 140, in- 
creasing in frequency, as also the hic- 
cup and vomiting; he rejected the 
first and subsequent doses of castor 
oil; has had two enemata since we 
sew him last night, followed by avery 
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eopions fecal evacuation. In this 
state Mr. Vincent was sent for, at 
ten o'clock in the morning; he said 
there was no doubt the man was 
much worse, but when it was recol- 
lected that the hernia had been re- 
turned, but withont any cessation of 
the symptoms, it did not appear to 
him they could avise from strangula- 
tion of the intestine; he therefore de- 
clined proceeding to an operation 
until he Lad heard the sentiments of 
his colleagues at twelve o'clock ; in 
the mean time, to allay the sickness, 
&c., he ordered the addition of a few 
drops of laudanum to each dose of 
the effervescing mixture and su)phate 
of magnesia, and the bath and enema 
to be repeated. 

At twelve o’clock Mr. LAWRENCE 
saw the patient, who said he felt easier 
since he had taken the medicine ; the 
sickness had diminished, and he coald 
bear pressure with less inconvenience. 
On examining, and hearing the case 
detailed, Mr. L. said, that although 
the symptoms were perfectly those of 
strangulation, yet as the hernia had 
been reducible, when admitted and 
since, withont mitigation of the symp- 
toms, he thonght the operation had 
better be deferred. This coinciding 
with Mr. Vivxcent’s opinion, they 
agreed to wait till six in the evening. 
At six they saw the case together, 
and as the symptoms were much in- 
creased in violence, it was agreed to 
operate, in case the patient should 
assent. Mr. Lawrence, at the same 
time, stated he did not look for much 
relief from the operation, but as it 
was the only possible chance, the pa- 
tient ought to have the benefit of it. 

The patient having given his assent, 
Mr. Vincent began the operation 
by making an incision opposite to the 
external ring, and continuing it down- 
wards for about two inches; the va- 
rious coverings were cautiously di- 
vided, and on puncturing the sac, fluid 
spurted out ; in the sac a large quan- 
tity of omentum was found, apparently 
in a healthy state. Mr. V. passed his 
finger upwards in the direction of the 
inguinal canal, but felt no stricture. 
Mr.L., on examining the parts, said 
there appeared to be. two cavities 
communicating with the sac, one run- 
ning upwards and outwards, in the 
direction of the ilium, the other on 
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the pubic side, where a stricture was 
felt; he thought the passage leading 
upwards and outwards must be a con- 
tinuation of the hernial sac. Mr.V. 
divided the supposed stricture with 
Coorer’s bisteury, and as the quan- 
tity of omentum (five inches) was so 
large, he thought it better to cut it 
To prevent its divided end re- 
into the abdomen, Mr. L. 
ressed upon the neck of the sac. In 
ts division, one small vessel was cut 
and tied. Being returned into the 
abdomen, the edges of the wound 
were brought together, retained by 
straps and a pad. After the opera- 
tion he was put to bed, and erdered 
to have an enema administered and 
a dose of castor oil. 
4th. Passed a bad night; symptoms 
of strangniation not relieved by the 
operation; pulse very frequent and 
feeble ; tongue covered with a thick 
brown fur; no evacuations from the 
bowels, several unsuccessful attempts 
were made in the night ; he had aiso 
rejected repeated doses of castor oil ; 
he had slight delirium. Mr. V. saw 
him, and ordered effervescing draught 
with laundanum. He died at twelve. 


Post-mortem Examination. 


On opening the abdomen, the small 


intestines were observed much dis- 
tended with flats and fluid of a light 
red colour, and -slightly comneeted by 
extravasated lymph; no omentum 
could be seen, but on removing the 
intestines to the right side, it was 
found connected below with the her- 
nial sac, and above dragging the trans- 
verse colon and stomach below the um- 
bilicus. On examining the scrotum no 
testicle could be felt, the absence of 
which had not been observed either 
during the operation or before death ; 
the sac which had contained the omen- 
tum was natural in its appearance, 
but rather thick. Mr. Lawrence 
passed the handle of a knife, at the 
external incision, into a cavity which 
both he and Mr. Vincent had thrust 
their finger into during the operation 
without being able to determine its 
nature ; this cavity was now found to 
be a hernial sac, formed between the 
wails of the abdomen and the perito- 
nenm, communicating with the exter- 
nal sac and by an almost fibrous open- 
ing with the abdomen. On opening 
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it aportion of the ileum and omentum 
were seen strangulated, the former 
of a brownish black colour, slightly 
adherent to the inver surface of the 
sac, and at its immer part was seen 
the testicle smali and imperfect. The 
parts were taken to the Museum, and 
apen more minate examination it 
seemed to he the general opinion that 
the testicle had never descended into 
the scrotum, and that the sac contain- 
ing it, the stranguiating intestine and 
omentum, situated between the perito- 
neum and walls of the abdomen, was 
formed in the ingninal canal ; that the 
scrotal hernia which had been operated 
on was subsequently formed by the 
protrusion ef a portion of omeatum 
throwgh the external ring; this opi- 
nion was strengthened by a prepara- 
tion somewhat similar, showa by Mr. 
STANLEY. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

Of the “* Chemical Society” we shail 
probably speak in a future Number ; 
such Associations, if properly conducted, 
are useful stimuli to exertion, 

The Letter from Dublin, to which 
* Amicus” alludes, never reached us, 

We are glad to find that Mr. Vin- 
CENT has at last taken upon himself to 
deliver Clinical remarks. ‘* A Pupil of 
Bartholomew’s’’ requests he will speak a 
little louder. 

** EDINENSIS” as soon as possible. 

“ Tutissrmus Mepws” at an early 
period. 

* Non-InpoLpns” on a future oc- 
casion. 

An intelligent Correspondent requests 
us to allude to the total absence of all 
proper medical treatment in the case of 
Alngaii Nathan, whose case was re- 
ported in Tue Lancet, Vol. VIII. 
page 254. He remarks, that the car- 
bonate of iron ought most unquestion- 
ably to have been tried. The Middle- 
sex folks are not the most sagacious of 
mortals. The remedy, however, some- 
times fails. 

The Letter of “ L. E.’’ is not calcu. 
lated for publication in Tue. LaNcert, 
but may do for Jemmy Copianpn, 

If “ Y¥.Z.” witl send us his address, 
we will write to him, 

“ JusTitTia” shall be noticed. 

The Letter of ** A Constanr Reap- 
ER” shall be inserted. 
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CENTRAL INFIRMARY AND ene Oh GREVILLE-STREET, HATTON- 


Dr. RAMADGE, Fellow of the College of Physicians, &c. will commence tis WINTER 
COURSE of LECTURES on the Principles and Practice of PHYSIC, MATERIA MEDICA, 
and General and Pharmaceatic CHEMISTRY, oa Saturday, the Ist of October, at a quarter 


past Ten in the morning. 
For particulars, apply to Dr. Ramadge, 2), vam, or to the Apothecary at the Institution. 
Gentlemen are admitted as Pupils to attend the extensive Medical and Surgical Practice of 
the Infirmary and Dispensary ; and those entering perpetual to the Lectures aad Medical Prae- 
tice, will be privileged to attend the In‘irmary for Diseases of the Chest. 





To be disposed of, A MEDICAL PRACTICE in a populous Village in the neighbourhood 


of London ; Average Receipts from 400/. to 5001. per Annum. 
Applications may be made to Mr, Hall, Chemist, 115, Holborn-hill, or at Mr. Boast’s, No. 1, 


Webb’s-terrace, New Kent-road. 
One or Two MEDICAL STUDENTS, of retired habits, may be accommodated with 


BOARD and LODGING, in the House of a Surgeon, in a pleasant and airy situation, within 
@ quarter of an hour’s walk of Middlesex and St. George’s Hospitals. To save trouble, the 


terms will be 26s, per week. 
Address (Post paid) to A. B. Twopenny Post Office, Blandford-street, Portman-square. 








TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 

A YOUNG GENTLEMAN, who has served Six Years Apprenticeship to a Surgeon and 
Apothecary, wishes to obtain the Situation of VISITING ASSISTANT to a Respectable 
Practitioner, where he can have extensive Practice in all the Branches of the Profession. 

Address by Letter to T. S. No. 29, Whitechapel, Liverpool. 

N.B. For character, &c. reference can be given toJ. M‘Cartney, Esq. M.D. Mount Plea- 


sant, Liverpool. 
Just Published, by Callow and Wilson, 16, Princes-street, Soho, 

On the REMOVAL of STONE from the BLADDER without the Use of CUTTING IN- 
STRUMENTS: containing a general Review of the Subject ; together with Description and 
Piates of the Instraments of Dr. Crvtace and others, and details as to their mode of using them ; 
Appendix of Cases, &c. &c. By H. G. BELINAYE, Esq. . 

Ae pe, for the Press, 
ELEMENTARY VIEWS of the PHILOSOPHY of MEOICINE, by the same Author. 


NEW FRENCH WORKS. 
This day are Published, 


" 1, MAGENDIE et DESMOULINS ANATOMIE des SYSTEMES NERVEUX des Ani- 
maux 3 Vertétres, appliquée 4 la Physiologie et 4 la Zoologie, 2 vols. 8¥o. and Plates, 4to. 


Price ll 5s. 
2. BAILLY TRAITE ANATOMICO on ~y nee des FIEVRES INTERMIT- 


TENTES, Simples et Pernicieuses, &e. 8vo. 13s. 6d. 
Imported by ‘Treuttel and Co., 30, Soho-square. Of whom may be had, gratis, a Catalogue 


of French and Latin Medical Works. 


THE RECOVERY, MITCHAM-GREEN, SURREY. 
INSANITY CURED, WITHOUT COERCION OR CONFINEMENT. 

PROFESSOR LUCETT having already taken several INSANE PERSONS, though pros 
nounced to be Incurable, ont of Bethlem, St. Luke’s, and other Houses of Confinement, aad 
who have been EFFECTUALLY CURED by him, without any relapse: he now proposes to 

give an additional proof of his skill, notwithstanding the doubt entertained by many of the effi- 
cacy of his mode of treatment He is ready to undertake the CURE of any two or more of 
the worst confirmed LUNATICS, and after having succeeded in eifecting a complete cure, 
he hopes those who have hitherto doubted his capability, will then give him all the credit 
which he is so jastly entitled to. ‘ 

Personal application, or Letters addressed as above, to Mr. W. A. Rocher, (the Proprietor,) 
will meet with immediate attention, and the most respectable references will be given, if re- 
quired, to those who have already experienced the happiness of being restored, and are now en- 
joying the use of their Mental Faculties, with the blessing of good health. 

‘A Pamphlet, containing a variety of attested cases cured, in an Address to the Earl of Liver- 
ool, may be had at the Recovery ; also of James Hartley, Esq. No. 2), New Bridge-street, 
slackfriars; Mr. F.G. Moon, 20, Threadneedle-street, and Messrs. Burgess and Hill, 55, Great 

Windmill-street, Haymarket. 
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